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Representing a United Industry

75 companies 2,000 brandsrepresenting



Task Force Agenda

• Understand the Problem
• Build a Network
• Seek Solutions and Expand Tools



Copycat 
Packages are 
Intentionally 
Designed to 
Appeal to 
Young People



Philadelphia Man Accused Of 
Selling THC Edibles To Children 
In Montgomery County

‘Gold fish crackers’ exposed 3 Virginia toddlers to 
THC, sheriff says



Links to Organized Crime



Rampant mislabeling;
equivalent of multiple doses



91% of Unintentional THC Exposures 
affected Pediatric Patients 
• FDA and CDC warn that cannabis products containing delta-8 

THC may have unclear and incomplete labeling

• National poison control centers report 10,500 cases involving 
THC edibles in the first five months of 2022

• 77% involved patients 19 years of age or younger

• 65% involved unintentional exposure to edible THC products



Bad Actors Moving to Fentanyl



Empty 
Copycat 
Packages 
Drive 
Proliferation





No Longer Brand Policing

• Historically, infringing behavior 
curtailed through trademark actions

• Now, added criminal behavior means:
• Parties hidden
• Not reasonable/responsible 

actors
• Assets unreachable
• Brands’ motivation is public 

safety



Build a Network

• Drive awareness through outreach to law 
enforcement: state AGs, federal agencies and local law 
enforcement

• Expand outreach to regulated cannabis industry, 
online platforms and consumer groups



Seek Solutions and Expand Tools

• Grow public awareness: advisories, prosecution and outreach
• Public-private partnership: partner with law enforcement to 

address the sources of the problem and end-game in communities
• Use industry as a resource: actionable toolkit for advocacy and 

enforcement
• Expand available tools: Twenty-three state AGs urge Congress to 

“think creatively for potential solutions to address this growing 
public safety issue of counterfeit, unlicensed, unregulated and 
untested THC edibles”



Thank You
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• CANNABIS PRODUCTS • HEMP-DERIVED D-8 PRODUCTS

1

• Clarity around state-legality
• Regulated at the state/local level

- Compliance is costly but 
necessary

• State regulatory requirements 
include:
- Dispensary location
- Security requirements 
- Age verification, lab testing, and 

potency limits 
- Packaging and labeling
- Track and trace systems 

• The legality of Hemp-derived Delta 8 
products is murky

• Hemp-derived D-8 products are 
largely unregulated/underregulated

• Products don’t need to comply with 
cannabis regulations 

• Hemp-derived D-8 products are 
often IP infringing

• Untested, unregulated, intoxicating 
products being sold without age 
verification create serious public 
health and safety risks 

• = industry risk 

Scope of the Problem – Delta-8



States Weigh In

Legal (22) Legal – Restricted 
(8)

Unclear (8) Illegal (11)

Alabama
Arizona
Florida
Georgia
Indiana
Kentucky
Maine
Missouri
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico

North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
Pennsylvania
South Dakota
Texas
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Tennessee
Minnesota 

Arkansas
California
Connecticut
Hawaii
Louisiana
Maryland
Michigan
Virginia

Illinois
Massachusetts
Nevada
South Carolina
Kansas
Montana
Rhode Island

Alaska
Colorado
Delaware
Idaho
Iowa
Mississippi
New York
North Dakota
Oregon
Utah
Vermont
Washington
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