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INTRODUCTION
By
The Honorable Dick Thornburgh

This revised and updated edition of the Washington Legal Foundation’s SPECIAL
REPORT: FEDERAL EROSION OF BUSINESS CIVIL LIBERTIES arrives on the scene at a pivotal time
when the problem of “overcriminalization” is garnering increased national attention. It is
becoming increasingly clear that prosecutorial overreaching can imperil personal liberties
and undermine the purposes of our criminal law.

Following the publication of the REPORT"S first edition, the House Judiciary subcom-
mittee on crime held a hearing in the summer of 2009. Adding their voices to a growing
number of observers who worry about the overreach of the federal government, Chairman
Robert C. Scott and ranking member Louie Gohmert organized the unprecedented hearing
to address the rapid and arbitrary expansion of federal criminal law.

Invited to testify before the subcommittee, I explained how, in so many respects,
the American criminal justice system has increasingly lost its way. Only when conduct
is sufficiently wrongful and severe, and the parameters of unlawful conduct are easily un-
derstood, should the government resort to the stigma, public condemnation, and potential
deprivation of liberty that go along with the criminal sanction. Those of us concerned
about this subject share a common goal—to have criminal statutes that punish actual
criminal acts and that do not seek to criminalize conduct that is better and more fairly dealt
with by the use of civil and regulatory remedies. And that, in a nutshell, is the central
message of this REPORT.

The problem of overcriminalization is truly one of those issues on which a wide
variety of constituencies can agree. In November 2009, the New York Times ran a front-page
story about the important collaborative criminal justice reform and educational efforts that
WLF and many other organizations spanning the political spectrum are engaged in to raise
public awareness of overcriminalization. This REPORT, which includes many compelling
case studies, makes a crucial contribution to that larger effort.

Like its successful predecessor, WLF’s revised and updated REPORT provides the
legal community with an excellent summary, analysis, and critique of the key legal, judicial,
and regulatory developments in the disturbing trend to criminalize normal business activi-
ties. Ideal for reference by corporate counsel, white-collar defense attorneys, and the larger
legal and public policy community, the REPORT traces the development of overcriminalization
in the following areas divided into seven chapters: (1) Mens Rea, Public Welfare Offenses,
and the Responsible Corporate Officer Doctrine; (2) EPA Criminal Enforcement Policies;
(3) DOJ Criminal Prosecution Policies; (4) Parallel Civil and Criminal Prosecutions; (5)
Attorney-Client and Work Product Privileges; (6) Deferred Prosecution and Non-Prosecu-
tion Agreements; and (7) the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines.



One important theme of the REPORT is that the DOJ and EPA, in particular, have too
often resorted to criminal prosecution of minor regulatory offenses when administrative or
other civil remedies would be more appropriate. Illustrative of this trend, the REPORT offers
several compelling case studies that call into question the selection criteria used by the DOJ
and EPA, which call to mind former Attorney General Robert Jackson’s famous admonition
to all U.S. Attorneys that “the prosecutor has more control over life, liberty, and reputation
than any other person in America.” Of particular interest is Chapter Five on the Attorney-
Client Privilege, which discusses the concerted assault by the DOJ, SEC, and other federal
agencies on that venerable privilege, but also highlights some recent successes that are help-
ing to counter its continued erosion.

Each of us owes the Washington Legal Foundation our sincere gratitude for produc-
ing this indispensable REPORT, which should be required reading for private and government
lawyers alike, as well as for publishing a companion TIMELINE fold-out chart that chronicles
and highlights the key events and cases described herein.

The Honorable Dick Thornburgh served as Governor of Pennsylvania, Attorney
General of the United States and Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations during a
public career that spanned over 25 years. Mr. Thornburgh is currently Counsel to the in-
ternational law firm K&L Gates LLP in its Washington, D.C. office and is Chairman of the
Washington Legal Foundation’s Legal Policy Advisory Board.

WLF is deeply grateful for the valuable counsel,
guidance, and encouragement it has received from the
Honorable Dick Thornburgh, Chairman of our Legal
Policy Advisory Board. He has been a tireless leader
in protecting free enterprise and business civil liberties

from the increased dangers of overcriminalization.




Chapter One:

Mens Rea, Public Welfare Offenses, and
the Responsible Corporate Officer Doctrine



Chapter One

MENS REA, PUBLIC WELFARE OFFENSES, AND
THE RESPONSIBLE CORPORATE OFFICER DOCTRINE

“You cannot punish corporations. . . . If you dissolve the offending
corporation. . . .[yJou merely drive what you are seeking to check into
other forms or temporarily disorganize some important business
altogether, to the infinite loss of thousands of entirely innocent persons,
and to the great inconvenience of society as a whole.”

Woodrow Wilson

Address to the Annual ABA Meeting (1910)

ens Rea. Historically, Anglo-

American jurisprudence has required
the government to prove that a criminal
defendant has performed both a wrongful act
(“actus rea”) combined with a wrongful
intent (“mens rea”), or “an evil-doing hand”
and “an evil-meaning mind.” See Morissette
v. United States, 342 U.S. 246, 251 (1952).
The Supreme Court has described this
requirement as being “as universal and
persistent in mature systems of law as belief
in freedom of the human will.” /d. at 250.
Prosecutors are also often required to prove
that a defendant had the specific intent or
purpose to commit a crime that is inherently
evil or wrongful (also known as malum in
se) such as robbery or assault. Society has
traditionally dealt with these common law or
mala in se crimes by criminal sanction and
appropriate punishment, including
incarceration, to further the purposes of
retribution and deterrence.

As the administrative and regulatory
state has continued to grow in the last
several decades, many commercial
activities that were otherwise not considered
criminal — and indeed, were socially useful
because they produced needed goods and

services — suddenly became subject to a
vast array of complex laws and regulations.
By 1900, there were approximately only 165
federal criminal laws on the books. By
1970, the number increased more than ten-
fold to approximately 2,000. In 1998, an
American Bar Association task force chaired
by former Attorney General Edwin Meese
III, issued a report, The Federalization of
Criminal Law, which estimated the number
of federal criminal statutes to be 3,300. By
2007, there were at least 4,450 separate
criminal offenses scattered throughout the
United States Code. John S. Baker, Jr.,
Revisiting the Explosive Growth of Federal
Crimes, in 26 LEGAL MEMORANDUM 1, 5
(2008). As one commentator aptly
described it, the “federal criminal code” is
“simply an ‘incomprehensible,” random and
incoherent, ‘duplicative, incomplete, and
organizationally nonsensical’ mass of
federal legislation that carries criminal
penalties.” Julie R. O'Sullivan, The Federal
Criminal “Code” is a Disgrace:
Obstruction Statutes as Case Study
(SymposiuM 2006: THE CHANGING FACE OF
WHITE-COLLAR CRIME), 96 J. CRIM. L. &
CRIMINOLOGY 643 (2006) (citations
omitted).
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In addition to the plethora of federal
criminal laws, the number of regulations in
the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
many of which carry criminal sanctions, far
exceeds the number of statutes, with
estimates ranging up to 300,000. See John
C. Coffee, Jr., Does Unlawful Mean
Criminal?: Reflections on the Disappearing
Tort/Crime Distinction in American Law, 71
B.U.L. REv. 193, 216 (1991). Regulations
issued by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) alone fill over thirty volumes
of the CFR, which is 50 percent more than
the notoriously dense Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) regulations. Indeed, the
regulations for only three of the more than
dozen environmental statutes — the Clean
Air Act (CAA), Clean Water Act (CWA),
and the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) — number in excess
of 9,000 pages. A violation of any one of
these acts can result in criminal prosecution.
Some members of Congress regard this
explosive growth of regulations as an
usurpation of its lawmaking role and have
periodically introduced remedial legislation
to that effect. See, e.g., Congressional
Responsibility Act of 2005 (H.R. 931),
introduced by Rep. J.D. Hayworth (R-AZ),
which would prohibit a regulation from
taking effect unless the text of the regulation
is enacted into law by Congress.
Unfortunately, such legislative proposals
have not been successful.

Environmental regulations are just as
complex and confusing, if not more so, as
the IRS code and regulations. As one
former EPA official acknowledged, “RCRA
is a regulatory cuckoo land of definition . . .
. I believe we have five people in the agency
who understand what ‘hazardous waste’ is.”
United States v. White, 766 F. Supp. 873,
882 (E.D. Wash. 1991). See also Inland
Steel Co. v. EPA, 901 F.2d 1419, 1421 (7th
Cir. 1990) (describing RCRA as a “statutory

Cloud Cuckoo Land”). Environmental
regulations are so vast and complex that
most corporate officials candidly admit that
it is simply impossible to comply with all of
them. For example, if certain solvents are
poured onto a surface to be cleaned, the rag
used to wipe the surface becomes a
hazardous waste, which is then subject to
strict storage and disposal rules. But if the
solvent is first poured onto the rag, then the
rag is not a hazardous waste. As one court
observed, businesses and individuals are
faced with a “regulatory hydra” laced with
regulatory terms suggestive of “Alice In
Wonderland.” United States v. Mills, 817 F.
Supp. 1546, 1548 (N.D. Fla. 1993).

The rapid expansion of federal criminal
legislation and regulation has garnered so
much attention that in July 2009, the House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime,
Terrorism, and Homeland Security
conducted a hearing focusing on the issue.
Among those who testified was former U.S.
Attorney General Dick Thornburgh, who
urged lawmakers to consider legislative
reform: “The  problem  of
overcriminalization is truly one of those
issues upon which a wide variety of
constituencies can agree . . . . These groups
share a common goal: to have criminal
statutes that punish actual criminal acts, and
do not seek to criminalize conduct that is
better dealt with by the seeking of civil and
regulatory remedies. The criminal sanction
is a unique one in American law, and the
stigma, public condemnation and potential
deprivation of liberty that go along with that
sanction demand that it should be utilized
only when specific mental states and
behaviors are present.” See also Brian
Walsh, Criminalizing Everyone,
W ASHINGTON TIMES, October 5, 2009
(“Astronomical numbers of federal criminal
laws lack specifics, can apply to almost
anyone and fail to protect innocents by



requiring substantial proof that an accused
person acted with actual criminal intent.”).

For the most part, sanctions available
for violating so-called mala prohibita
offenses — offenses prohibiting conduct
that is not inherently wrong or immoral, but
deemed wrongful only because a law or
regulation prohibits or regulates it — range
from administrative penalties or sanctions
imposed by the appropriate regulatory
agency to civil proceedings in federal court
in the form of injunctive relief, restitution,
and penalties, and finally to criminal
sanctions involving fines, incarceration,
debarment from government contracts, and a
variety of conditions for probation. Yet,
unlike bank robbery, assault, and other mala
in se crimes, violations that cannot be
brought before an administrative law judge
or a civil court, regulatory offenses are well-
suited for non-criminal administrative and
civil remedies. This is especially true for
those infractions that are committed in the
course of carrying out otherwise socially
useful business activities.

Yet challenges to vague and confusing
criminal laws have not been entirely in vain.
On September 17, 2009, the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of Texas
dismissed a twenty-six count indictment
brought by the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (CFTC) and the U.S.
Department of Justice (DOJ) against four
former BP traders for attempting to corner
the Texas Eastern Transmission Corporation
(TET) propane market. United States v.
Radley, No. 4:08-cr-00411 (S.D. Tex. Sept.
17, 2009). The court agreed with the
defendants that the term “manipulation” as
used in the Commodities Exchange Act was
unconstitutionally vague, and that, when
confronted with the facts in the indictment, a
“person of ordinary intelligence would not
be able to determine that they constitute
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price manipulation under the CEA.” Id. at
14. Although the court noted that it was
“sympathetic to the government’s desire to
discourage the types of behavior alleged
here, . . . its ability to do so is currently
limited by a confusing and incomplete
statutory and common-law regime.”
Id. at 28.

While United States v. Radley serves as
an encouraging sign, an appeal is likely to
be taken in that case, and other recent court
precedents and developments in criminal
enforcement still leave much to be desired.
Unfortunately, as the next two chapters in
this Report demonstrate, EPA and the
Department of Justice (DOJ) have been
abusing their discretion by increasingly
resorting to criminal penalties instead of
utilizing more reasonable administrative and
civil remedies for regulatory offenses,
especially in the environmental area. This
criminal enforcement trend is due to a
number of factors, including an increase in
enforcement staff, increased statutory
criminal penalties, and increased
punishment provided for wunder the
Sentencing Guidelines. In some cases, both
civil and criminal charges are brought in
parallel prosecutions by the agency and U.S.
Attorney, which can lead to abusive
practices as further described in Chapter
Five.

Corporate Criminal Liability. Because
the “personhood” of a corporation is a legal
fiction, a corporation cannot form any intent,
criminal or otherwise; rather, it can act only
through its officers, employees, and agents.
In the civil context, corporations have long
been held vicariously liable for torts
committed by their employees and agents in
the scope of their duties. But in 1909, that
concept was extended by the Supreme Court
when it ruled for the first time that a



corporation may be held criminally
responsible for the acts of its agents or
employees if they were motivated in part to
benefit the company and if the law required
a showing of “specific intent.” New York
Central & Hudson River R.R. Co. v. United
States, 212 U.S. 481 (1909).

Immediately following the New York
Central decision, the idea of criminally
punishing a corporation drew sharp criticism
from many quarters, most notably from
future U.S. President Woodrow Wilson, who
stated before the Annual ABA Meeting in
1910:

You cannot punish corporations. . . .
If you dissolve the offending
corporation . . . [y]Jou merely drive
what you are seeking to check into
other forms or temporarily disorganize
some important business altogether, to
the infinite loss of thousands of
entirely innocent persons, and to the
great inconvenience of society as a
whole.

As more corporations have been
criminally prosecuted over the last decade, a
growing consensus has emerged that
prosecuting corporations for the criminal
acts of their employees is both wrong and
unnecessary. As Professor Jeffrey S. Parker
succinctly stated, “[c]orporate criminal
liability conflicts with the fundamental
moral precepts of criminal law, and arose
only as a nineteenth century expedient to fill
a gap in public law enforcement institutions
that has long since closed. Under current
conditions, there is no legitimate law
enforcement purpose for corporate criminal
liability that cannot be equally or better
served by the alternative legal processes of
civil liability.” Jeffrey S. Parker, Doctrine
of Destruction: The Case of Corporate
Criminal Liability, 17 MANAGERIAL &
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DECISION ECON. 381 (1996). Despite the
availability of administrative and civil
remedies as alternatives to criminal
sanctions, regulators and prosecutors have
continued to criminalize business activity
and target the corporation, its officers, and
employees.

While the concept of imputing the mens
rea (or criminal intent) of employees and
agents to the corporation is troubling
enough, the boundary has been pushed even
further by holding a corporation criminally
liable even when no individual in the
corporation possessed any mens rea or intent
to commit an offense. In United States v.
Bank of New England, 821 F.2d 844 (1st
Cir. 1987), cert. denied, 484 U.S. 943
(1987), the court held that under the so-
called “collective knowledge” doctrine, the
knowledge of individual employees can be
combined to reach the critical mass of
criminal intent, even if separately they do
not possess the necessary intent to be
punished individually. Indeed, even if the
acts of the employee are in direct conflict
with corporate policy, the company can still
be held criminally liable. The Bank of New
England court further found that a
corporation can also be found criminally
liable if it is merely “willfully blind” or
indifferent to the misconduct of its
employees.

Most recently, in the closely watched
case of United States v. lonia Management
S.A., 555 F.3d 303 (2d Cir. 2009), the
Second Circuit upheld the jury conviction of
a Greek company that manages a fleet of
tanker vessels for violating the Act to
Prevent Pollution on Ships by failing to
“maintain” an oil record book while in U.S.
waters, as required by regulation. Notably,
the court rejected arguments advanced by a
coalition of business, legal, and defense
organizations, including WLF, asking the



court to reconsider the standard for holding
corporations criminally liable for the acts of
their agents. In their amicus brief, WLF and
other organizations argued that the trial
court erroneously applied the civil law
doctrine of respondeat superior to assign
vicarious criminal liability to a corporate
defendant for the conduct of its employee.
The trial court, like many lower courts, had
instructed the jury that a corporate defendant
could be held criminally responsible for the
conduct of a single low-level employee even
if he or she acted in direct contravention of
corporate policy and a robust corporate
compliance program.

WLF and others argued that, although
such an instruction was common, it was
authorized neither by statute nor by Supreme
Court precedent. Indeed, the instruction was
wholly inconsistent with recent Supreme
Court decisions in the analogous contexts of
punitive damages and hostile workplace
claims, as well as actions by states, which
limit the application of respondeat superior
in determining vicarious corporate liability.
For example, the Supreme Court’s decisions
in sexual harassment cases under Title VII
create an affirmative defense for employers
facing liability for the acts of supervisors if
the employer had reasonable policies in
place to deter the offending employee's
conduct. See, e.g., Faragher v. City of Boca
Raton, 524 U.S. 775, 780 (1998); Burlington
Indus., Inc. v. Ellerth, 524 U.S. 742, 765
(1998). The Model Penal Code adopts
virtually the same approach, providing an
affirmative defense for corporations whose
officers “exercised due diligence to prevent
[the crime’s] commission.” Model Penal
Code § 2.07(5) (1962).

The Second Circuit flatly disagreed:
“Adding such an element is contrary to the
precedent of our Circuit on this issue. . . .
And this remains so regardless of asserted
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new Supreme Court cases in other areas of
the law. As the District Court instructed the
jury here, a corporate compliance program
may be relevant to whether an employee
was acting in the scope of his employment,
but it is not a separate element.” 555 F.3d at
310.

Individual Criminal Liability. Many
regulatory statutes give prosecutors broad
discretion to enforce the law
administratively, civilly, or criminally.
When the government chooses the criminal
option, corporate officers or employees can
be easily branded as felons and sent to
prison for many years because the level of
mens rea or intent required to be proven has
been greatly watered down by the courts and
Congress over the years. The level of
criminal intent necessary to prosecute an
individual depends to a great extent upon the
level of intent specified in the relevant
statute being enforced. Unfortunately, there
are now over 100 different states of mens
rea specified in federal criminal statutes that
have been given different interpretations by
federal judges, causing confusion in this
arca of the law. William S. Laufer,
Culpability and the Sentencing of
Corporations, 71 NEB. L. REV. 1049, 1065
(1992).

While the nomenclature used by federal
courts varies widely, mens rea is generally
categorized in descending order of
culpability as follows:

(1) specific intent, perhaps the highest
level of intent, requires conduct that is
“knowing, purposeful, and willful” as
well as factual knowledge of the law or
regulation;

(2) general intent, where the conduct is
“knowing,” that is, the person may not
know that the conduct was against the



law, but intentionally committed the act
in question;

(3) negligence, where the person failed to
take reasonable steps to prevent the
conduct, or was “willfully blind,”
“reckless,” or “consciously avoided”
regarding the consequences of his or her
conduct; and

(4) strict liability, where criminal
liability can be imposed even though the
actor had no mens rea or intent to commit
the offense and was not negligent. As
this chapter demonstrates, the recent
trend has been to transform even
knowing offenses into strict liability
offenses.

On the other hand, the American Law
Institute’s Model Penal Code (MPC) has
categorized criminal intent, from most to
least culpable, as follows: (1) purpose, (2)
knowledge, (3) recklessness, (4) negligence,
and (5) strict liability. As the Supreme
Court has noted, “‘purpose’ corresponds
loosely with the common-law concept of
specific intent, while ‘knowledge’
corresponds loosely with the concept of
general intent.” United States v. Bailey, 444
U.S. 394, 405-06 (1980). While most States
have adopted the MPC’s classifications of
mens rea, Congress has not done so, thus
leaving the federal law in this area more
confusing than it need be. See also Kenneth
W. Simons, Should the Model Penal Code's
Mens Rea Provisions Be Amended?, 1 OHIO
ST.J. CRIM. L. 179 (2003).

Over the last few decades, the case law
has devolved to allow criminal prosecutions
and convictions of “public welfare offenses”
to stand without a showing of criminal intent
or actual knowledge, which is tantamount to
imposing strict liability. To make matters
worse, targets of criminal prosecution
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include not only the individuals who
actually committed the regulatory offense,
but also the company, under the doctrine of
vicarious liability, and the company’s
officers, under the so-called responsible
corporate officer doctrine, even though they
neither were aware of nor condoned the
employee’s conduct. See DANIEL RIESEL,
The Elements of Mens Rea,
ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT: CIVIL AND
CRIMINAL § 6.03 (Law Journal Press 2007).

Moreover, regulatory agencies
promulgate rules that not only depart from
the intent of Congress, but also impose
criminal penalties that dispense with the
showing of criminal intent. For example, at
the 2002 Federalist Society annual meeting,
the General Counsel of the Department of
Treasury publicly boasted about his agency's
“invention” of a bank regulation designed to
prevent a particular form of money
laundering by eliminating mens rea and
making bank employees strictly liable,
contrary to the intent of Congress. This
erosion of the mens rea requirement has
taken a heavy toll on individuals,
employees, and corporations who are being
increasingly ensnared by unfair and
unwarranted criminal prosecution.

Categories of Criminal Regulatory
Offenses. Generally speaking, any violation
of regulatory statutes, such as the CWA,
CAA, and RCRA, can be prosecuted
administratively, civilly, or criminally. For
example, under the CWA, the EPA may (1)
seek penalties of up to $10,000 per day per
violation and obtain a “cease and desist”
order in administrative proceedings; (2) file
a civil action in federal district court and
seek civil penalties of up to $25,000 per day
per violation as well as injunctive relief; or
(3) file criminal charges. In turn, criminal
charges can be brought under three different



levels or categories of intent: (1)
“negligence” or a misdemeanor violation
subject to up to one-year imprisonment; (2)
“knowing violation,” a felony subject up to
three-years imprisonment; and (3) “knowing
endangerment,” a violation subject up to
15 years imprisonment. 33 U.S.C. §§
1319(a)-(g). Unlike the CWA and CAA,
RCRA does not have a misdemeanor
provision; any knowing violation of RCRA
is a felony.

When the government elects to file a
criminal action, courts are often required to
determine what standard of intent is required
to be shown. For “negligence” cases, the
government has argued that simple
negligence akin to that found in tort law will
suffice instead of having to prove highly
reckless conduct or gross disregard of risks,
standards that are generally required for
proving criminal negligence. Defendants
have argued that “knowing” or felony
violations require proof of the more rigorous
specific intent standard rather than the more
relaxed general intent standard, where
prosecutors need only prove that the
defendant committed the act in question,
regardless of whether he knew it was
unlawful to do so.

But for “knowing endangerment”
violations, which can subject a person to up
to 15 years in prison, Congress has required
that violators possess actual knowledge that
their conduct places someone in imminent
danger of death or serious bodily injury, and
that such knowledge cannot be imputed to
them by another employee’s knowledge. 33
U.S.C. § 1319(c)(3)(B); 42 U.S.C. §
6928(f). As will be discussed, corporate
officials nevertheless have been prosecuted
and convicted for knowing endangerment

where it appears that they did not cause or
have actual knowledge of the conditions
causing the endangerment.

In 1985, the Supreme Court in Liparota
v. United States, 471 U.S. 419 (1985), was
asked to interpret a food stamp fraud statute
that makes it a crime to “knowingly”
possess, transfer, or use food stamps not
authorized by law or applicable regulations.
The Court required that the prosecutor prove
that the defendant knew his conduct was
unauthorized; otherwise, to dispense with
a showing of mens rea “would be to
criminalize a broad range of apparently
innocent conduct.” Id. at 426. Similarly, in
Cheek v. United States, 498 U.S. 192 (1991),
the Court held that a defendant could not be
convicted of a “willful” violation of IRS law
if he had a subjective good faith confusion
about the complex code, even if the belief
was irrational.

The Supreme Court has reaffirmed the
necessity of proving mens rea for
“knowing” violations in subsequent cases
involving regulatory requirements. For
example, in Staples v. United States, 511
U.S. 600 (1994), the Court held that
prosecution under the National Firearms
Act, which made it unlawful to possess a
machine gun not properly registered with the
government, required the government to
prove the defendant knew the specific
features of his weapon came within the
definition of a regulated firearm under the
law. Because violations of the firearm law
subject a person to lengthy prison terms, the
Court concluded that Congress did not
intend to eliminate the mens rea
requirement.



Initially, some lower courts also began
to hold that “knowing” violations of
environmental laws also required a showing
of specific intent. General intent, on the
other hand, only requires a showing that the

environmental offenses. This troubling
jurisprudence was ushered in by the courts
under the rubric of the public welfare
offense doctrine and the related responsible
corporate officer doctrine.

“[W]e have never held that any statute can be described as creating a public
welfare offense so long as the statute regulates conduct that is known to be
subject to extensive regulation and that may involve a risk to the community.
Indeed, such a suggestion would extend this narrow doctrine to virtually any
criminal statute applicable to industrial activities.”

Associate Justice Clarence Thomas
Hanousek v. United States (dissenting from denial of certiorari) (2000)

person intended to commit an act that is
prohibited, even if the person was unaware
of the prohibition. For example, in United
States v. Johnson & Towers, Inc., 741 F.2d
662 (3d Cir. 1984), the court held that the
prosecution of defendants charged with
disposing hazardous waste without a permit
required the government to show that the
defendants had a specific intent to violate
RCRA. Similarly, in United States v.
Speach, 968 F.2d 795 (9th Cir. 1992), the
Ninth Circuit reversed a conviction in
another RCRA illegal storage case, holding
that the government had failed to prove that
the defendant had actual knowledge that the
facility did not possess the required RCRA
permit; otherwise, removing the knowledge
requirement “would criminalize innocent
conduct.” Id. at 796.

Unfortunately, this line of cases did not
predominate in the courts. Instead, another
line of case law has developed over the
years, which has condoned the government’s
attempt to circumvent even the more relaxed
general intent requirement for prosecuting
regulatory offenses, particularly
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Public Welfare Offenses. In United States
v. International Minerals & Chemical Corp.,
402 U.S. 558 (1971), the Supreme Court
considered whether the defendant could be
charged with a “knowing” violation for
failing to properly identify a highly
corrosive chemical on shipping documents
without actual knowledge of the law. The
Court held that where “dangerous or
deleterious devices or products or obnoxious
waste materials are involved, the probability
of regulation is so great that anyone who is
aware that he is in possession of them or
dealing with them must be presumed to be
aware of the regulation.” [d. at 565.
Violating safety laws designed to protect the
public is considered a “public welfare
offense,” which essentially eliminates the
mens rea requirement altogether and
imposes strict liability upon those who
violate the law, whether wittingly or not.

But extending the International
Minerals holding to all environmental
regulations is problematic in two major
respects. First, International Minerals
involved a misdemeanor violation, where



punishment would likely result in a small
fine rather than in lengthy prison sentences
for felony violations available under current
environmental statutes. Second, the
chemical substance at issue was highly
dangerous, whereas many pollutants subject
to environmental laws, such as the CWA
and CAA, include benign substances such as
sand, dirt, and other substances which, at
low levels, pose no immediate harm or
threat to health or the environment.

Nevertheless, the first major case to
address mens rea issues stemming from the
1987 CWA Amendments extended the logic
of International Minerals. In United States
v. Weitzenhoff, 35 F.3d 1275 (9th Cir. 1993),
municipal workers were convicted of
discharging waste-activated sludge in
violation of the permit. The Court classified
the felony violation as a public welfare
offense and held that the “knowingly
violated” provision of the statute means only
that a person “knowingly engages in conduct
that results in a permit violation, regardless
of whether the polluter is cognizant of the
requirements or even the existence of the
permit.” Id. at 1284. Thus, a prosecutor
need only show general intent to engage in
the conduct, a relatively easy standard to
meet.

As noted by five Ninth Circuit judges
who vigorously dissented from the denial of
rehearing en banc in Weitzenhoff, Congress
did not criminalize “knowing discharges”
but “knowing violations,” and thus specific
intent to violate the permit requirements was
required to be shown. /d. at 1293-94. Since
the plant workers were hired to discharge
pollutants up to a certain level, they could
easily be prosecuted under a general intent
standard whenever those pollutants
happened to exceed permit levels.
Inadvertent discharges in excess of permit
limits are not a rare occurrence.
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Furthermore, since Congress also provided
for negligent violations — which do not
require a showing of any intent — knowing
and negligent violations would become
impermissibly blurred if the two categories
of offenses were treated the same.

More importantly, the dissent clearly
distinguished the public welfare offense
ruling in International Minerals from that
upon which the Weitzenhoff majority relied.
First, unlike the misdemeanor statute at
issue in International Minerals, the
defendants in Weitzenhoff were facing
prison sentences of up to ten years. As the
Supreme Court noted in Staples, “the cases
that first defined the concept of the public
welfare offense almost uniformly involved
statutes that provided for only light penalties
or short jail sentences . . . [A] severe
penalty is a further factor tending to suggest
that Congress did not intend to eliminate a
mens rea requirement.” 511 U.S. at 616-18.
Further, the chemical substance at issue in
International Minerals was highly caustic
and dangerous to handle. Yet, as the dissent
noted in Weitzenhoff, under the CWA, one
could violate the law’s prohibition on
unpermitted discharges of “pollutants”
simply by “skipping a stone into a lake” or
“pouring hot stale coffee down the drain.”
35 F.3d at 1298. Unfortunately, the
Supreme Court declined to review this
critical case. On the other hand, in United
States v. Ahmad, 101 F.3d 386 (5th Cir.
1992), the Fifth Circuit was the lone appeals
court that required the government to show
that the defendant knew he was discharging
a pollutant in violation of the CWA, ruling
that “[s]erious felonies . . . should not fall
within the [public welfare] exception ‘absent
a clear statement from Congress that mens
rea is not required.”” Id. at 391.

The Ninth Circuit would again have the
opportunity to address the issue of mens rea



under the CWA, but this time in the context
of negligent conduct. In United States v.
Hanousek, 176 F.3d 1116 (9th Cir. 1999), a
pipeline company hired an independent
contractor to repair a section of railway
track, which required using a backhoe to
load rocks onto rail cars. Unfortunately,
when the backhoe operator attempted to pick
up some of the rocks that fell onto the track,
he accidentally struck the pipeline. The
operator quickly radioed the pipeline’s
pump station and the pipeline was shut
down. Nevertheless, a small amount of oil
flowed into the nearby Skagway River.

Even though Mr. Hanousek, the
railmaster, was off duty and at home during
the discharge, he was criminally charged
and convicted of “negligently” discharging
oil in harmful quantities to waters of the
United States, a violation of the CWA, all
because of the negligence of the backhoe
operator. As discussed in the next two
chapters, this was a clear case of
prosecutorial abuse because it violated both
EPA and DOJ guidelines that non-criminal
remedies should be used where there is little
environmental harm and an absence of
culpable conduct. Moreover, this once-
removed negligent conduct was based on
ordinary tort negligence standards instead of
typical criminal negligence requiring
reckless conduct. Nevertheless, for his
“crime” Mr. Hanousek, a first-time offender,
was sentenced under the Sentencing
Guidelines to the maximum sentence of
twelve months’ imprisonment for a
misdemeanor (six months’ incarceration and
six months in a halfway house) and an
additional six months of supervised release.
The Ninth Circuit upheld the conviction and
sentence.

The Supreme Court denied review, but
in a rare dissent from the denial of
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certiorari, Justice Clarence Thomas, joined
by Justice O’Connor, decried the notion that
the CWA could be categorized as a public
welfare offense: “[t]he seriousness of these
penalties counsels against concluding that
the [CWA] can accurately be classified as a
public welfare statute.” Hanousek, 528 U.S.
1102, 1104 (2000) (Thomas, J., dissenting
from denial of certiorari). Justice Thomas
recognized that substantial prison terms,
which can be (and indeed have been)
imposed under the CWA and other
environmental statutes, should disqualify
these laws as public welfare offenses where
strict liability can be imposed. Justice
Thomas further observed that the doctrine
could virtually cover all criminal laws
applicable to commercial activity:

[W]e have never held that any statute
can be described as creating a public
welfare offense so long as the statute
regulates conduct that is known to be
subject to extensive regulation and
that may involve a risk to the
community. Indeed, such a suggestion
would extend this narrow doctrine to
virtually any criminal statute
applicable to industrial activities. |
presume that in today’s heavily
regulated society, any person engaged
in industry is aware that his activities
are the object of sweeping regulation
and that an industrial accident could
threaten health or safety. To the extent
that any of our prior opinions have
contributed to the Court of Appeals’
overly broad interpretation of this
doctrine, I would reconsider those
cases. Because I believe the Courts of
Appeals invoke this narrow doctrine
too readily, I would grant certiorari to
further delineate its limits.



Id. at 1104-05. Subsequent petitions to the
Supreme Court in other cases urging it to
review and clarify this important issue have
also been denied. See, e.g., United States v.
Rubenstein, 403 F.3d 93 (2d Cir. 2005), cert.
denied, 546 U.S. 876 (2005). Nevertheless,
future opportunities for review are likely to
arise as more convictions and prison
sentences are imposed for public welfare
offenses.

The Supreme Court articulated the
responsible corporate officer doctrine in
United States v. Dotterweich, 320 U.S. 277
(1943), and later in United States v. Park,
421 U.S. 658 (1975). In Dotterweich, the
president of a pharmaceutical company was
prosecuted for shipping adulterated and
misbranded drugs in violation of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA).
Although the adulteration of the drugs was

“The message should be clear that prosecutions will go as high up the
corporate hierarchy as the evidence permits and we will hold senior
managers of corporations accountable, as well as the corporation itself.”

Granta Y. Nakayama

EPA Assistant Administrator
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance

June 12, 2006

Responsible Corporate Officer Doctrine.
Both the EPA and the Justice Department
have been overly aggressive in pursuing
criminal charges and prison sentences for
environmental offenses against company
officers and the company itself. Under the
so-called responsible corporate officer
doctrine, corporate officers can be held
criminally liable for conduct of their
employees even if they did not participate in
the conduct, were unaware of the conduct,
or specifically forbade the activity. This
imputation of criminal liability to individual
officers is a corollary to the public welfare
offense doctrine in that mens rea could
essentially be dispensed with when
considering both the nature of the offense
and the supervisory role of the “offender.”
Accordingly, the responsible corporate
officer doctrine suffers from the same flaws
that allow for abusive prosecution of public
welfare offenses.
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found to have been accidental, the
defendant’s conviction was affirmed.
Balancing the relative interests and burdens,
the Supreme Court stated:

Hardship there doubtless may be
under a statute which thus penalizes
the transaction though consciousness
of wrongdoing be totally wanting.
Balancing relative hardships,
Congress has preferred to place it
upon those who have at least the
opportunity of informing themselves
of the existence of conditions
imposed for the protection of
consumers before sharing in illicit
commerce, rather than to throw the
hazard on the innocent public who
are wholly helpless.

320 U.S. at 284-85.



Thirty years later, the Court once again
reviewed a CEO’s conviction for
adulteration under the FFDCA. In United
States v. Park, the CEO of a retail grocery
chain received a notice from the Food and
Drug Administration of unsanitary
conditions at one of the company’s food
warchouses. 421 U.S. 658, 660 (1975).
Later inspections revealed that the
unsanitary warehouse conditions had not
been corrected. Id. at 662. Because the
CEO was in a position to prevent the
violation, the Court affirmed the CEQO’s
conviction:

[T]he Act imposes not only a positive
duty to seek out and remedy violations
when they occur, but also, and
primarily, a duty to implement
measures that will insure that
violations will not occur. The
requirements of foresight and
vigilance imposed on responsible
corporate agents are beyond question
demanding, and perhaps onerous, but
they are no more stringent than the
public has a right to expect of those
who voluntarily assume positions of
authority in business enterprises
whose services and products affect the
health and well-being of the public
that supports them.

Id. at 672. Central to the Court’s decisions
to affirm the convictions in Dotterweich and
Park were its findings that the FFDCA
violations at issue were “public welfare
offenses.”

But unlike these misdemeanor public
welfare offenses, many environmental laws
establish felony penalties for “knowing”
conduct. For example, criminal provisions
of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1319(c)(2)(A), and
RCRA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 6928(d), (e) & (f)
require “knowing” conduct on the part of the
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defendant and make substantial prison terms
of several years not only possible, but likely.
Prosecutors have applied the responsible
corporate officer doctrine to environmental
offenses, which has resulted in mixed case
law among the circuits.

For example, in United States v.
MacDonald & Watson Waste Oil Co., 933
F.2d 35 (1st Cir. 1991), the First Circuit
reversed the conviction of a company
president for violating RCRA because there
was no evidence that the officer actually
knew of the violations. The Court explicitly
stated that the responsible corporate officer
doctrine should not be applied to statutes
requiring actual knowledge as a criterion for
conviction. But the Court suggested that a
jury could infer actual knowledge from
circumstantial evidence. Indeed, in United
States v. Baytank, Inc., 934 F.2d 599 (5th
Cir. 1991), the Fifth Circuit apparently
applied the responsible corporate officer
doctrine implicitly. The Court affirmed the
convictions of two of Baytank’s officers
apparently without direct evidence that they
actually knew of the RCRA violations
because “both individuals were intimately
versed in and responsible for Baytank’s
operations.” Id. at 616-17.

More recently, the Third Circuit
reversed a district judge who set aside a
guilty verdict against the owner of a dry
cleaning business for a RCRA violation. In
United States v. Wasserson, 418 F.3d 225
(3d. Cir. 2005), the owner of a dry cleaning
business was deemed criminally liable for
improper disposal of certain dry cleaning
chemicals by an employee who contacted a
salvage company to dispose of the
chemicals. The Third Circuit ruled that
because RCRA liability is not limited to
those who actually cause the unlawful
disposal, the owner himself could be held
vicariously liable.



The CWA and CAA’s definition of
“person” raises potential due process issues
because the definition includes “responsible
corporate officer[s],” under 33 U.S.C. §
1319(c)(6); 42 U.S.C. § 7413(c)(6). This
would mean that a person could be
responsible for crimes that she neither
committed nor knew about. CEOs have no
choice but to delegate responsibility for
compliance with environmental laws and
regulations to corporate environmental
managers and attorneys. But under the
responsible corporate officer doctrine, such
delegation of responsibility is no defense; a
responsible corporate officer can be
convicted even without knowledge that a
specific violation is occurring. Expanding
the responsible corporate officer doctrine to
CWA, CAA, and RCRA felonies will cause
corporate industrial managers to rethink
their career choice. Applying the
responsible corporate officer doctrine to the
prosecution of environmental felony
offenses, in effect, confers “designated
felon” status on industrial business
managers. As the dissenters noted in
Weitzenhoff, it would impose on these
officers “a massive legal risk, unjustified by
law or precedent.” 35 F.3d at 1299.

One alarming case that illustrates how
the responsible corporate officer doctrine
can ensnare company officials is United
States v. Hansen, 262 F.3d 1217 (11th Cir.
2001). In 1998, Christian Hansen, the
owner of a Georgia chemical facility, his son
Randall, and Alfred Taylor, the plant
manager, were all indicted four years after
the facility was shut down for violating the
CWA and RCRA, including one “knowing
endangerment” count under RCRA, for
violations that occurred nearly six years
earlier. The last count, which provides for
up to 15 years in prison, was based on
allegations that workers had been exposed to
wastewater containing mercury. Randall
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Hansen, a Harvard MBA, who lived with his
wife and two children in New Jersey, agreed
to temporarily help his father operate and
manage the Georgia company while it was
in bankruptcy. The plant manager, Alfred
Taylor, accepted the position after the
relevant period and resigned once the
company was unable to make repairs to the
facility.

At trial, only one employee testified that
he recalled once slipping in the wastewater,
but could not remember in which decade, let
alone the year, the accident took place. He
did remember, however, that he failed to
report the incident to the company as
required by company policy and did not
seek medical attention; he simply rinsed
himself off and returned to work. As for the
dangerousness of the exposure to the
mercury in the wastewater, the
government’s so-called “expert” told the
jury that the basis for the Mad Hatter’s
“madness” in Alice in Wonderland was due
to mercury exposure, once used in curing
felt in the hat-making process.

The jury convicted all defendants on the
CWA and RCRA counts, including the
RCRA “knowing endangerment” count
based on the court’s jury instructions on the
responsible corporate officer doctrine: that
if corporate officers “failed to detect”
violations that may have been caused by
others, such non-conduct would amount to
“knowing endangerment” even if they did
not know the violation existed. The
government argued that Randall Hansen
should have shut the plant down even
though, as temporary CEO, he completely
lacked the authority to do so. Such a
decision was subject to approval by the
Board of Directors, the creditors’
committee, and the Bankruptcy Court.
Indeed, Randall Hansen went so far as to
seek funds to help remediate any lingering



environmental problems after the plant was
shut down, but his funding request was
denied by the Bankruptcy Court. For their
“crimes,” Christian Hansen received eight
years in prison, his son Randall received
four years, and the plant manager received
six years under the Sentencing Guidelines.

It is clear that Congress did not intend
to criminalize what is at most managerial
negligence as a major felony. After all, a
“knowing endangerment” violation under
RCRA requires a willful scienter. Indeed,
Congress explicitly stated that criminal
liability under § 6928(e) should not attach to
corporate officers who were “making
difficult business judgments” or “for errors
in judgment made without the necessary
scienter, however dire may be the danger in
fact created.” S. Rep. No. 96-172 at 37-39.
The Hansen case starkly illustrates how the
responsible corporate officer doctrine can be
abused by overly aggressive prosecutors and
compliant courts. See also United States v.
Hong, 242 F.3d 528 (4th Cir. 2001), cert.
denied, 534 U.S. 823 (2001) (imposing
criminal liability and a three-year sentence
on an owner and investor in a facility even
though he was (1) not an officer of the
company, (2) unaware of the violation, and
(3) did not exercise direct supervision over
wastewater treatment operations).

More recent prosecutions by DOJ
underscore the risk that corporate officers
and even directors face under the
responsible corporate officer doctrine. In
March 2007, Roderick Hills, an outside
director of Chiquita Brands International
and former chairman of the SEC, was
threatened with a felony indictment even
though he was not a corporate officer. His
“crime” was voluntarily revealing to the
Justice Department that Chiquita’s
subsidiary in Colombia had been making
payments to a local militia group, which had
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extorted the company, in order to protect its
employees from militia violence. When
DOJ was asked whether the company should
stop the payments, then Assistant Attorney
General for the Criminal Division, Michael
Chertoff, said he would get back to the
company, but never did. Payments
continued for the protection of the
employees but finally stopped. The
company was indicted and was subsequently
forced to plead guilty in September 2007 for
supporting a terrorist organization. Mr.
Hills was fortunate to have been spared
prosecution.

In another miscarriage of justice, three
senior executives of Purdue Frederick
Company were prosecuted and pled guilty in
May 2007 for the unlawful marketing of
OxyContin by the company sales
representatives, even though they had no
actual knowledge of or involvement in the
offense, thus making them strictly liable
under the responsible corporate officer
doctrine.  The executives have been
formally excluded from government
contracting after unsuccessfully challenging
the agency’s decision to ban them.

Willful Blindness and Conscious
Avoidance. Although many federal statutes
require a conviction based on a “knowing”
violation of the law, prosecutors have tried
to dilute the mens rea requirement further
and make their jobs easier by requesting a
“conscious avoidance” jury instruction.
Such an instruction allows a jury to convict
the defendant based not on the actual
knowledge he possessed, but on the grounds
that he could have known the facts of the
unlawful conduct but was unaware of them
because of either “willful blindness” or
“conscious avoidance.”



The circuit courts are split over whether
a “conscious avoidance” jury instruction is
permissible where the statute requires a
“knowing” violation. As Circuit Judge
Easterbrook has noted, “[k]jnowledge in a
criminal statute means actual knowledge.
What one ought to have known, but did not
know, is not knowledge; it is not even
(necessarily) recklessness.” United States v.
Ladish Malting Co., 135 F.3d 484, 488 (7th
Cir. 1998); see also United States v. Alston-
Graves, 435 F.3d 331, 337 (D.C. Cir. 2006)
(“It makes obvious sense to say that a person
cannot act ‘knowingly’ if she does not know
what is going on. To add that such a person
nevertheless acts ‘knowingly’ if she
intentionally does not know what is going
on is something else again.”). Other circuits
are more liberal in allowing a “conscious
avoidance” instruction to be given for a
“knowing” violation. See, e.g., United
States v. Svoboda, 347 F.3d 471 (2d Cir.
2003); United States v. Heredia, 483 F.3d
913 (9th Cir. 2007) (en banc). In Heredia,
the Ninth Circuit held, in an opinion written
by Judge Kozinski, that a person can be
convicted of a “knowing” violation if the
defendant did not want to know the facts. In
a strong dissent, Judge Graber, joined by
three other judges, said, “[i]f Congress
wants to criminalize willful ignorance, it is
free to amend the statute to say so.” Id. at
932 (Graber, J., dissenting). The Supreme
Court declined to review this important
mens rea issue in Heredia v. United States,
128 S. Ct. 804 (2007), and before that in
Ebbers v. United States, 458 F.3d 110 (2d
Cir. 20006), cert. denied, 127 S. Ct. 1483
(2007).

The recent conviction of Frederic
Bourke for conspiring to violate the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (“FCPA”) provides a
troubling example of how the “conscious
avoidance” doctrine may be used to expand
corporate criminal liability. United States v.
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Bourke, No. 1:05-cr-00518-SAS-2
(S.D.N.Y. July 10, 2009). Bourke’s
conviction resulted from his investment in a
business venture related to the privatization
of Azerbaijan’s state-controlled oil industry.
Significantly, Bourke was never accused of
bribing or directing others to bribe
government officials. Rather, Bourke was
charged with conspiring to violate the FCPA
because he invested in an entity he knew, or
at least had reason to know, was engaged in
a plot to bribe Azeri officials. The court
allowed the government to show proof of
Bourke’s subjective knowledge of unlawful
conduct merely by showing that Bourke had
“enough understanding to know that
something . . . was occurring” yet “ke[pt] his
head in the sand.” The court further allowed
the government to bolster its case by
presenting evidence that it was “generally
known” that severe corruption was rampant
in Azerbaijan and that such corruption often
hindered post-Communist privatization
projects in Azerbaijan and other former
Soviet states. See F. Joseph Warin, Use of
“Conscious Avoidance” Doctrine in
Frederic Bourke Conviction Expands
Corporate Executives’ FCPA Exposure,
SECURITIES DOCKET (July 22, 2009).

The Supreme Court has yet to provide
any guidance on this issue. In 2005, the
Supreme Court reversed the conviction of
Arthur Andersen on obstruction of justice
charges because the jury instructions “failed
to convey the requisite consciousness of
wrongdoing” with regard to the shredding of
company documents that were later sought
by the SEC in its investigation of the
collapse of Enron. Arthur Andersen, LLP v.
United States, 544 U.S. 696, 706 (2005).
Hopefully, the Supreme Court will
eventually clarify whether “willful
blindness” or ‘“conscious avoidance” is
sufficient to show criminal knowledge.



Recent Criminal Legislation.
Unfortunately, other recently enacted
legislation has the potential to be abused by
DOJ. For example, in March 2006, the USA
PATRIOT Act, intended to detect potential
terrorist activity, was amended to allow
wiretapping of boardrooms and executives’
phone conversations to investigate suspected
antitrust violations. DOJ has also used other
legislation in ways not intended by
Congress. For example, the Racketeer
Influenced & Corrupt Organizations Act
(RICO), enacted in 1970 to be used against
the Mafia, was later directed against
legitimate businesses. In 1986, Drexel-
Burnham Lambert was threatened by then-
U.S. Attorney Rudy Giuliani with a criminal
RICO charge for securities violations,
pleaded nolo contendere, and paid a $650
million fine. Since then, RICO has been
invoked in other criminal cases, and more
frequently in civil cases by one business
against another or by the federal government
against a business.

Other recent laws that unfairly expose
corporations to criminal liability are the
Health Insurers Portability & Accountability
Act (HIPAA), enacted in 1996, and the
Transportation Recall Enhancement,
Accountability, and Documentation
(TREAD) Act, enacted in 2000, which
criminalized product liability with respect to
defective tires. On February 25, 2008,
Senator Mark Pryor introduced S. 2663, a
substitute for his Consumer Product Safety
Commission Reform Act of 2007, in
response to the recall of toys from China.
His bill would impose massive fines for
technical violations, allow state attorneys
general and plaintiffs’ lawyers to bring
crippling civil lawsuits, and impose five-
year prison terms for knowing and willful
violations of product safety laws. The
Senate approved the bill on March 6, 2008,
which was reconciled with a slightly less
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severe bill passed by the House in December
2007. The bill was signed into law on
August 14, 2008 as the Consumer Product
Safety Improvement Act of 2008, Pub. L.
No. 110-314.

Sarbanes-Oxley: Certification
Requirements. While Congress and the
courts have imposed greater liability on
corporate officers for environmental
offenses, including the filing of false
discharge monitoring reports, Congress has
also greatly expanded criminal liability in
the securities law area with the 2002 passage
of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX). SOX has
been widely criticized as an knee-jerk
overreaction to the Enron and WorldCom
scandals. “SOX is one of many examples of
the recent trend toward using criminal
sanctions to deter and punish social and
commercial conduct that traditionally has
been subject only to civil sanctions.” HENRY
N. BUTLER & LARRY E. RIBSTEIN, THE
SARBANES-OXLEY DEBACLE: WHAT WE'VE
LEARNED; How To Fix IT 60 (AEI Press
2006). The direct costs of complying with
SOX, including its unduly burdensome
reporting requirements under Section 404,
were estimated to be $6 billion in 2006, with
incalculable indirect costs, including
reallocating corporate resources from
maximizing shareholder value, reducing
access to markets, and criminalizing
corporate agency costs. Id.

Section 807 of SOX increases the
penalty for knowingly committing securities
fraud up to 25 years, and Section 903
increases related mail fraud violations from
five to 20 years. But more troubling is the
certification provision that imposes criminal
liability upon CEOs and CFOs for certifying
that complicated financial reports “fairly
represent in all material respects the
financial condition and results of the



operations of the issuer.” This criminal
provision alone forces companies to
overspend on compliance costs to prevent
threats of criminal prosecution. Indeed,
some public companies are going private,
and many private companies are
reconsidering whether they should ever go
public.

Moreover, the criminalization of
business activities by SOX and similar laws
may cause the best and brightest to avoid
taking responsible positions for fear that any
misstep could trigger career-destroying
prosecution. As two critics have pointed
out, “[s]oaring penalties for corporate crimes
and dilution of a mens rea requirement
could have the paradoxical consequence of
creating more corporate crime and not, as
the standard story goes, less.” Craig S.
Lerner & Moin A. Yahya, ‘Left Behind’
after Sarbanes-Oxley, 30 REG. 44 (Cato Inst.
Fall 2007).
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Conclusion. The trend over the last two
decades has been to eliminate mens rea as a
requirement for criminal conviction of many
regulatory offenses. Courts have even
allowed prosecutors to use “knowing”
statutes as if they were strict liability
offenses. Because both corporations and
corporate officers are being held vicariously
criminally liable for employee misconduct,
DOJ exerts tremendous leverage over them
to waive their rights, extract guilty pleas,
and accept severe punishments for
regulatory offenses that should be handled
administratively or civilly. Unless
legislative reforms are instituted to prevent
further erosion of the mens rea requirement
in criminal prosecutions, the only recourse is
a two-pronged approach: a more judicious
use of prosecutorial discretion (as discussed
in the next two chapters), and more
vigilance by the courts.



RECOMMENDATIONS

The categories of mens rea should be standardized and clarified by the courts and the Congress
similarly to the categories of mens rea in the Model Penal Code.

Convictions under the public welfare offense and responsible corporate officer doctrines should
be appealed to circuit courts and the Supreme Court. The lower courts should address the issue
in light of Justice Thomas’s dissent to the denial of certiorari in United States v. Hanousek, and
in light of the severe prison sentences currently imposed, which are in sharp contrast to the
lenient sentences that informed the Court’s early public welfare offense jurisprudence.

Corporate officers and managers charged with criminal prosecution of federal environmental
and other regulatory laws should request jury instructions requiring a showing of criminal
intent or actual knowledge, and object to “conscious avoidance” jury instructions. Convictions
for “conscious avoidance” or “willful blindness” for “knowing” offenses should be appealed to
the Supreme Court, which should review the issue in light of the split in the circuits.

Violation of agency-promulgated regulations should not be subject to criminal prosecution
unless Congress codifies the regulations.
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TIMELINE: MENS REA, PUBLIC WELFARE OFFENSES, AND THE RESPONSIBLE
CORPORATE OFFICER DOCTRINE

1909:

1943:

1952:

1970-1976:

1971:

1975:

1984:

1985:

1987:

1987:

1990:

New York Central & Hudson River R.R. Co. v. United States, 212 U.S. 481
(1909). Supreme Court holds that corporations can be held criminally liable for
the acts of its employees and agents.

United States v. Dotterweich, 320 U.S. 277 (1943). Corporate officers can be
criminally liable for conduct even though they did not engage in or condone the
conduct under the Responsible Corporate Officer Doctrine.

Morissette v. United States, 342 U.S. 246, 250 (1952). The Supreme Court
underscores importance of proving mens rea or an evil intent.

Congress enacts Clean Air Act (CAA) (1970); Clean Water Act (CWA) (1972);
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) (1976).

United States v. International Minerals & Chemical Corp., 402 U.S. 558, 565
(1971). The Supreme Court upholds misdemeanor conviction of “knowing”
violation of a law without showing actual knowledge of violation for so-called
Public Welfare Offenses, e.g., handling dangerous products or hazardous wastes.

United States v. Park, 421 U.S. 658 (1975). Similar to the Dotterweich case, the
Supreme Court affirms conviction of corporate officer for a misdemeanor safety
violation that he did not commit but over which he had authority and control.

United States v. Johnson & Towers, Inc., 741 F.2d 662 (3d Cir. 1984). Court
holds that the prosecution of defendants charged with disposing hazardous waste
without a permit required the government to show that the defendants had a
specific intent to violate RCRA.

Liparota v. United States, 471 U.S. 419 (1985). In a food stamp fraud case,
Supreme Court holds that government must show specific intent.

Congress amends the CWA to provide for felony penalties of up to three years in
prison for “knowing” violations and up to 15 years for “knowing endangerment”
violations.

United States v. Bank of New England, 821 F.2d 844 (1st Cir. 1987), cert. denied,
484 U.S. 943 (1987). “Collective knowledge” doctrine allows corporation and
official to be convicted of crime even though no employee individually possesses
criminal intent.

Congress amends the CAA to provide for felony violations similar to those in the
1987 amended CWA.
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1992:

1993:

1994:

1998:

1999:

2001:

July 2002:

2003:

2005:

2005:

United States v. Speach, 968 F.2d 795 (9th Cir. 1992) (government had to prove
that the defendant had actual knowledge that the facility did not possess the
required RCRA permit). United States v. Ahmad, 101 F.3d 386 (5th Cir. 1992)
(defendant must have actual knowledge that discharged substance was pollutant).

United States v. Weitzenhoff, 35 F.3d 1275, 1284 (9th Cir. 1993). The Ninth
Circuit classified a felony violation of the CWA as a public welfare offense and
upheld conviction when person “knowingly engages in conduct that results in a
permit violation, regardless of whether the polluter is cognizant of the
requirements or even the existence of the permit.” Supreme Court denies review.

Staples v. United States, 511 U.S. 600 (1994). The Court held that the prosecution
under the National Firearms Act for possessing a machine gun not properly
registered with the government requires showing of specific intent.

United States v. Ladish Malting Co., 135 F.3d 484, 488 (7th Cir. 1998)
(“Knowledge in a criminal statute means actual knowledge. What one ought to
have known, but did not know, is not knowledge; it is not even (necessarily)
recklessness.”).

United States v. Hanousek, 176 F.3d 1116 (9th Cir. 1999). Ninth Circuit upholds
conviction for negligent violation of the CWA of manager as result of negligent
conduct of an independent contractor who accidentally caused pipeline break. The
Supreme Court denies review, but Justice Thomas dissent criticizes misuse of the
public welfare offense doctrine. 528 U.S. 1102, 1104 (2000).

United States v. Hansen, 262 F.3d 1217 (11th Cir. 2001). Eleventh Circuit
upholds conviction and prison sentences of eight, six, and four years for chemical
facility’s president, vice-president, and plant manager for “knowing
endangerment” RCRA violation under responsible corporate officer doctrine.

Congress enacts Sarbanes-Oxley Act that imposes duties on corporate officers to
certify that financial reports filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) are accurate.

United States v. Svoboda, 347 F.3d 471 (2d Cir. 2003) (“conscious avoidance”
jury instruction can result in convicting defendant of a “knowing” violation).

United States v. Wasserson, 418 F.3d 225 (3d. Cir. 2005) (owner of dry cleaning
business could be held vicariously liable for employee’s wrongful act).

Arthur Andersen, LLP v. United States, 544 U.S. 696 (2005) (Supreme Court
reverses the conviction on obstruction of justice charges because different jury
instruction “failed to convey the requisite consciousness of wrongdoing”).
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June 2006:

2007:

May 2007:

Mar. 2008:

Jan. 2009:

July 2009:

July 2009:

Granta Nakayama, EPA’s Assistant Administrator for Enforcement and
Compliance, vows that EPA “will go as high up the corporate hierarchy as the
evidence permits and we will hold senior managers of corporations accountable,
as well as the corporation itself.”

Supreme Court declines to review question of whether “knowing” violations can
be based on “willful ignorance.” Heredia v. United States, 552 U.S. 1077 (2007);
Ebbers v. United States, 549 U.S. 1274 (2007).

Three executives of Purdue Frederick Company were prosecuted under the
responsible corporate officer doctrine and pled guilty in May 2007 for the
unlawful marketing of drug, even though they had no actual knowledge or
involvement in the offense.

U.S. Senate passes consumer product safety law (S. 2663) sponsored by Senator
Pryor in response to China toy recall, which increases criminal penalties to $20
million and prison terms to five years.

United States v. lonia Management, S.A., 555 F.3d 303 (2d Cir. 2009). Second
Circuit upholds jury conviction and affirms that a corporate defendant can be held
criminally responsible for the conduct of a single low-level employee even if he
or she acted in direct contravention of corporate policy and a robust corporate
compliance program.

Frederic Bourke is convicted of conspiring to violate the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act, even though he was never accused of bribing or directing others to
bribe foreign government officials. Bourke’s conviction is based on evidence of
“general knowledge” of corruption in the region and the court's “conscious
avoidance” jury instruction to satisfy element of criminal knowledge.

House Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security holds hearing
on the rapid expansion of federal criminal law. Former U.S. Attorney General
Dick Thornburgh testifies, urging lawmakers to consider legislative reform to
address the problem of overcriminalization: “The criminal sanction is a unique
one in American law, and the stigma, public condemnation and potential
deprivation of liberty that go along with that sanction demand that it should be
utilized only when specific mental states and behaviors are present.”
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Chapter Two

EPA CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT POLICIES

“There is universal consensus that less flagrant violations with lesser
environmental consequences should be addressed through

administrative or civil monetary penalties and remedial orders.’

Earl Devaney

b

Director, EPA Office of Criminal Enforcement (1994)

“I'm a salesman. [ sell jail time to people.”

EPA Special Agent

Criminal Investigation Division (2003)

O verview. Established in 1970 by
President Nixon, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has grown into a
massive federal regulatory and enforcement
bureaucracy, with approximately 18,000
employees around the country and a budget
of over $10 billion approved for Fiscal Year
2010, a staggering 36% increase over Fiscal
Year 2009. Over the last four decades, EPA
has developed a robust enforcement
program that also concurrently has grown in
size and budget, with a proposed 2010
budget of $600 million — its highest
enforcement budget ever and 32 percent
higher than the level enacted the previous
fiscal year — of which a record high $57.7
million is allocated for criminal
enforcement. EPA conducts approximately
20,000 inspections a year, any of which can
result in a criminal action, substantial fines,
and lengthy prison sentences.

Instead of utilizing the reasonable
and effective administrative and civil
remedies provided by Congress in the
environmental statutes — and indeed, as
recommended by EPA’s own enforcement
policy — EPA has often resorted to using
criminal proceedings in cases where they are
unwarranted, because either there was no (or
minimal) environmental harm, criminal
intent or culpability, or both. Moreover,
EPA has exercised its enhanced criminal
investigative and enforcement powers in an
arbitrary, aggressive, and abusive manner,
running roughshod over the constitutional
rights of businesses, managers, and
employees. Although EPA under the
Obama Administration has had little time to
establish a record of criminal enforcement, it
has yet to clarify its criminal enforcement
policies or to show a commitment to fixing
the abuses of the past.



Unfortunately, EPA and the Department
of Justice (DOJ) have exploited judicial
rulings, as discussed in Chapter One, which
have drastically relaxed the standard of mens
rea or scienter required for “knowing”
violations for environmental infractions,
thereby making it easy to prosecute and
convict by showing only general intent
rather than specific intent for felony
violations. Similarly, EPA and DOJ have
invoked criminal misdemeanor provisions to
prosecute acts of simple negligence and
have exploited the public welfare offense
and responsible corporate officer doctrines,
also making it easy to level criminal charges
and exact plea bargains or obtain
convictions. As will be discussed in Chapter
Three, DOJ has aided and abetted EPA in its
zeal to criminalize regulatory offenses by
accepting questionable referrals for
prosecution from the agency as well as from
other federal agencies that administer related
environmental laws, such as the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, the Department of
Interior, and the National Marine Fisheries
Service.

To be sure, even EPA’s administrative
and civil enforcement activities, which
comprise the bulk of EPA’s enforcement
program, are often arbitrary, unfair, and
punitive. But this chapter will focus on the
growth of EPA’s criminal enforcement
program, discuss EPA’s enforcement
practices, provide case examples of arbitrary
and abusive criminal enforcement, and offer
recommended reforms.
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Growth of EPA’s Criminal Enforcement
Resources and Powers. In June 1976, the
EPA began to develop guidelines for the
criminal prosecution of earlier enacted
environmental laws, such as the CWA,
CAA, and RCRA, as well as the myriad of
often vague and confusing EPA regulations
promulgated pursuant to those laws.

On January 5, 1981, EPA authorized the
creation of the Office of Criminal
Enforcement and, by September 1982, had
hired 23 experienced criminal investigators.
By August 1985, EPA’s staff of criminal
investigators grew by 50% to 34 criminal
investigators located throughout EPA’s 10
regional offices. But the investigators
lacked police powers and could not execute
search warrants or make arrests. They relied
instead on agents from the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) to assist in conducting
criminal investigations.

In 1988, Congress responded to EPA’s
request for increased police powers for its
agents. In an obscure provision of the
Medical Waste Tracking Act, Congress
conferred law enforcement powers on EPA
agents, allowing them to carry firearms and
to execute search warrants. By November
1990, the number of EPA Special Agents
had again increased to 55. In response to
calls for even more criminal enforcement
resources, Congress enacted the Pollution
Prosecution Act of 1990. That law mandated
an almost four-fold increase in the number
of criminal agents by requiring the hiring of
at least 200 Special Agents and provided for
increased funding for enforcement training.
Despite its enhanced powers, EPA continued



to use FBI and local law enforcement agents
to conduct searches.

In 1994, EPA Administrator Carol
Browner reorganized EPA’s enforcement
office and established the Office of
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
(OECA), headed by an Assistant
Administrator. In that same year, EPA’s
Office of Criminal Enforcement developed
guidelines for selecting criminal cases,
which are discussed later in this chapter. In
August 1995, the Office of Criminal
Enforcement, Forensics, and Training
(OCEFT) was established within OECA to
manage the Criminal Investigation Division
(CID), which had by then grown to 210
agents, as Congress mandated. By 2003, the
CID staff increased to a record number of
237 agents, with 90% located in area and
resident offices around the country. By
2007, the number of CID agents dropped to
172, but by 2010, the criminal enforcement
program is expected to complete a three-
year strategy of hiring more special agents
to raise the number to 200.

State/EPA Enforcement. The EPA is able
to leverage its enforcement resources by
relying heavily on state enforcement actions.
Major federal environmental statutes have
delegated enforcement authority to those
states meeting certain EPA requirements,
which in turn allows the states to initiate
civil actions and penalties. These laws also
permit the EPA to take enforcement action
when the states fail to act or are not “tough
enough” when they do. This so-called
“overfiling” option raises serious statutory
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authority and double jeopardy questions,
which the courts have addressed with mixed
results. In her October 2009 Congressional
testimony, EPA Administrator Lisa P.
Jackson indicated that EPA under the
Obama administration will continue to
exercise its authority to “overfile,” perhaps
increasingly so: “In situations where states
are not issuing protective permits or taking
enforcement to achieve compliance, EPA
needs to act to strengthen state programs and
to pursue federal enforcement actions as
necessary.”

EPA’s criminal enforcement program is
not congressionally “delegated” to the states,
although EPA often refers environmental
cases to the states for enforcement under
their own laws. The states are increasingly
using their resources to bring criminal
actions against companies at the state and
local level. Indeed, the EPA, states, and
local agencies work in concert, collect data,
share information, and conduct joint
investigations via the four Regional
Environmental Enforcement Associations
(REEAs), which include four Canadian
Provinces, Law Enforcement Coordinating
Committees (LECCs), and Environmental
Crime Task Forces on which EPA-CID
Special Agents serve.

This joint criminal enforcement work
has often led to inefficient use of EPA
resources, as well as to concerns about abuse
of judicial power. In a July 2009 speech,
EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson cited the
“alarming figure” that “almost half — and
sometimes more” of EPA staff time is spent
determining whether EPA or a state has



proper jurisdiction over a particular
enforcement action or issuance of a permit.

Increased Criminal Penalties. In addition
to having more criminal enforcement
resources at its disposal, EPA’s criminal
enforcement program was also shaped by
the increase in statutory criminal penalties.
In 1987, Congress amended the CWA by
upgrading “knowing violations” from
misdemeanors to felonies, but kept simple
negligent violations as misdemeanors,
subjecting violators to up to one year in
prison. Filing a single incorrect monitoring
report, even if no harm occurs, is a felony
that can land a plant manager in prison for
up to two years. Other knowing violations,
such as violating permit conditions, however
minor, can receive up to three years in
prison; and “knowing endangerment”
violations can result in up to 15 years in
prison. A few years later, Congress
similarly amended the CAA in 1990 by
adding felony provisions that provided up to
five years in prison.

In the meantime, the U.S. Sentencing
Commission issued new Sentencing
Guidelines for individuals convicted of
federal offenses, including environmental
offenses, which arbitrarily imposed severe
prison sentences, quite unlike the typical
probationary sentences meted out before
1987 for the relatively few criminal
prosecutions. Because it was abolished,
white-collar defendants would no longer be
eligible for parole after serving one-third of
their sentence. As explained in Chapter
Seven of the Sentencing Guidelines, a post-
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Guideline determinate sentence of two years
in prison is functionally equivalent to a pre-
Guideline sentence of six years, which was
then considered to be a very severe sentence.

Since 1987, the combination of felony
statutory penalties and tougher prison
sentences for environmental violations
propelled overzealous EPA criminal agents
to refer cases to DOJ and local federal
prosecutors for criminal prosecution. And if
the local U.S. Attorneys were reticent in
pursuing certain cases due to a lack of
interest or resources, EPA attorneys would
volunteer to be appointed as Special
Assistant U.S. Attorneys to prosecute the
cases.

Criminal Enforcement Quotas. EPA’s
criminal enforcement program appears to
have historically been driven in part by a
desire to increase enforcement statistics
rather than to improve environmental
quality, likely as a way to justify its
congressionally-funded resources. Indeed,
the EPA has set yearly targets for the
number of criminal cases it should generate.
For example, for fiscal year 2004, the target
number set by EPA for criminal
investigations was 400; the actual number
was 425 criminal investigations. In order
“to meet or beat its numbers,” EPA
enforcement personnel are therefore much
more likely to treat what should be a civil or
administrative matter as a criminal one. In
fact, EPA criminal agents publicly report
that they have a quota of two criminal
referrals a year. U.S. ENVTL. PROTECTION
AGENCY, REVIEW OF THE OFFICE OF



CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT, FORENSICS, AND
TRAINING 56 (Nov. 2003). Thus, a cadre of
200 criminal agents is expected to yield 400
criminal referrals per year. As one EPA
CID Agent candidly put it, “I’m a salesman.
I sell jail time to people.” Id. at 57.

Although DOJ environmental criminal
prosecutions have decreased slightly, EPA
investigations continue to proceed at a
relatively brisk pace. Recent Supreme Court
rulings that struck down the mandatory
feature of the Sentencing Guidelines
(discussed in Chapter Seven) have resulted
in somewhat lighter prison sentences. But
many judges are still wedded to the
unreasonably severe and flawed Guidelines,
particularly the Part 2Q Environmental
Sentencing Guidelines, and give out harsh
sentences at the urging of aggressive
prosecutors. See, e.g., United States v.
Hagerman, 525 F. Supp. 2d 1058 (S.D. Ind.
2007) (imposing a five-year prison sentence
on the owner of treatment facility for
making false statements on discharge
monitoring reports under the CWA, even
though no environmental harm resulted and
no charges were filed that this facility
exceeded its permit levels).

In addition to the harsh sentences,
corporations have spent tens of millions of
dollars for court-ordered Supplemental
Environmental Projects (SEPs) that are
effectively tagged onto their sentences.
SEPs require businesses to spend money for
pollution control equipment and projects
that are otherwise not required by law. For
example, the costs of the SEPs were $6
million in FY 2004 and $29 million in FY
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2006. One year later, it skyrocketed to $135
million in FY 2007, a 350 percent jump
from the previous year, although the
numbers were down to $12 million in FY
2008 for court ordered environmental
projects.

Increased criminal prosecutions can be
expected as EPA acquires even more
criminal investigators, spends millions of
dollars for enhanced training and facilities,
and continues to promote EPA’s criminal
enforcement as a top priority. Furthermore,
a lack of uniform case selection procedures
among EPA’s 10 regional offices and the 94
U.S. Attorney Districts means that one can
never know whether a minor violation will
be handled by non-criminal or criminal
remedies. See generally U.S. GEN.
A CCOUNTING OFFICE, ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION: MORE CONSISTENCY NEEDED
AMONG EPA REGIONS IN APPROACH TO
ENFORCEMENT (June 2000). Hence, the
regulated community should not be lulled by
a somewhat lower number of recent DOJ
criminal prosecutions into thinking that an
infraction will likely be disposed of by non-
criminal remedies.

This is particularly so in light of the
EPA’s recent indication that criminal
enforcement will remain a priority in the
Obama Administration. For example, the
2010 EPA budget request summary noted,
“In FY 2010, the criminal enforcement
program will continue to expand its
identification and investigation of cases.”
Environmental Protection Agency, FY 2010
EPA BUDGET IN BRIEF, May 2009,
http://www.epa.gov/ocfo/budget/2010/2010
bib.pdf. EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson



testified before Congress in October 2009
that “long experience has shown that
effective enforcement is essential” to the

CWA. Indeed, as part of its public
awareness efforts, EPA has continued to
urge citizens to file complaints against
alleged polluters through a link on its
Internet homepage, which has generated
additional criminal investigations. During
the Bush Administration, other efforts
included the annual National Environmental
Crime Prevention Week held in April,
during which EPA Special Agents taught
middle school students how to detect and
report environmental crimes, using lesson
plans and comic books that depict polluters
as slimy-looking monsters.

The larger public policy question is
whether this increased emphasis on criminal
enforcement not only runs afoul of EPA’s
long-standing policy on the exercise of
criminal enforcement discretion, but also
jeopardizes the civil liberties of individual
businesses and their employees, both of
whom are entitled to the fair enforcement of
environmental laws and regulations.

The Devaney Memorandum: Exercising
Criminal Enforcement Discretion.  As
noted, EPA conducts approximately 20,000
inspections a year, any one of which can
turn into a criminal enforcement action.
Accordingly, it is imperative that the EPA
provide clear case selection guidance to its
enforcement staff. On January 12, 1994,
EPA attempted to do just that when it
updated its criminal enforcement policy.
See Memorandum from Earl E. Devaney,
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Director, Office of Criminal Enforcement
Program, The Exercise of Investigative
Discretion (Jan. 12, 1994) (Devaney Memo).
The Devaney Memo, which outlines case
selection criteria, was issued in apparent
response to criticism about EPA’s
aggressive and indiscriminate use of
criminal proceedings. As such, it “sets out
the specific factors that distinguish cases
meriting criminal investigation from those
more appropriately pursued under
administrative or civil judicial authorities.”
Id. at 1. Notably, the Devaney Memo
recognizes the seriousness of EPA’s
criminal enforcement duties:

[Tlhe Office of Criminal
Enforcement has an obligation to the
American public, to our colleagues
throughout EPA, the regulated
community, Congress, and the media to
instill confidence that EPA’s criminal
program has the proper mechanisms in
place to ensure the discriminate use of
the powerful law enforcement authority
entrusted to us.

% %k %

The criminal provisions of the
environmental laws are the most powerful
enforcement tools available to EPA.
Congressional intent underlying the
environmental criminal provisions is
unequivocal: criminal enforcement
authority should target the most significant
and egregious violators.

Id. at 2 (emphasis added). The Devaney
Memo further emphasizes congressional



intent, noting that criminal enforcement is
not appropriate for “minor or technical
variations from permit regulations or
conditions.” Id. Accordingly, the memo
specifies that the case selection criteria for
criminal prosecution “will be guided by two
general measures significant
environmental harm and culpable conduct.”
Id. (emphasis added).

The Devaney Memo defines
“significant environmental harm” as “actual
harm” that “has an identifiable and
significant harmful impact on human health
and the environment” or the “threat” of such
significant harm. /d. at 4. Simple failure to
report emission data or information to the
EPA, although technically a regulatory
violation, should be subject to criminal
investigation only when the failure to report
“is coupled with actual or threatened
environmental harm.” /d.

As for “culpable conduct,” the Devaney
Memo lists several factors to consider, such
as a history of repeated violations and
concealment of misconduct or falsification
of records. Significantly, a “major factor”
indicating culpable conduct is “deliberate”
misconduct: “[a]lthough the environmental
statutes do not require proof of specific
intent, evidence, either direct or
circumstantial, that a violation was
deliberate will be a major factor indicating
that criminal investigation is warranted.” Id.
at 5 (emphasis added). Thus, despite the
erosion of mens rea or criminal intent
discussed in Chapter One, the Devaney
Memo, to its credit, calls for a heightened
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showing of intent to warrant a criminal
investigation.

More importantly, the Devaney Memo
concludes with a cautionary note on
initiating criminal enforcement actions:

EPA has a full range of enforcement
tools available — administrative, civil-
judicial, and criminal. There is universal
consensus that less flagrant violations
with lesser environmental consequences
should be addressed through
administrative or civil monetary penalties
and remedial orders, while the most
serious environmental violations ought to
be investigated criminally. The challenge
in practice is to correctly distinguish the
latter cases from the former.

Id. at 6 (emphasis added).

On its face, then, the Devaney Memo
appears to recognize that criminal
enforcement of environmental laws should
be a last resort, to be undertaken only where
there is both significant environmental harm
and genuine culpable conduct, taking into
account any past history of violations. Yet,
as the following case examples illustrate,
one has to wonder whether EPA agents and
officials (as well as federal prosecutors)
have even read, let alone heeded, the
important criminal enforcement principles
outlined in the Devaney Memo.



Case Examples of EPA’s Disregard
of Devaney Memo Guidance

* Trinity Marine Baton Rouge, Inc. and
Hubert Vidrine. On September 5, 1996, a
“SWAT Team” of some two dozen armed
Special Agents from EPA’s CID, FBI, U.S.
Coast Guard, and other state and local law
enforcement officers with police dogs, 9mm
handguns, and automatic rifles, raided Canal
Refinery Company (“Canal”). Canal is a
small Louisiana refinery that allegedly
received hazardous waste in violation of
RCRA from Trinity Marine Baton Rouge,
Inc. EPA criminal agents, lead by Special
Agent Ivan Vikin, confronted Canal’s new
plant manager, Hubert Vidrine, and accused
him of storing hazardous waste and lying
about it. Agents yelled at employees that
Mr. Vidrine had been poisoning them and
giving them cancer; threatened employees
with imprisonment unless they provided
damaging evidence against Mr. Vidrine; and
prevented female employees from using the
rest rooms for several hours or making
arrangements to have their children picked
up from school and day care, all while EPA
agents continued to ransack offices and
search the facility for several hours.

More than three years following the
raid, Mr. Vidrine was shocked to hear the
news on the radio on December 15, 1999
that he (but not his company) and Trinity
Marine, along with its manager, had been
indicted for violating RCRA. Mr. Vidrine
was charged with one count of knowingly
storing hazardous waste in a tank at Canal
Refinery; he faced five years in prison and a
daily fine of $50,000. He denied any
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wrongdoing and steadfastly rejected all
attempts by the prosecutors to force him to
plead guilty and receive prison time.

During the pre-trial proceedings, serious
questions were raised by Mr. Vidrine and his
co-defendants about the nature of the
“hazardous waste” and the way in which the
case was initiated and prosecuted by the
Assistant U.S. Attorney, Howard Parker,
and EPA agents, employees, and
consultants. EPA’s chief witness, informant
Mike Franklin, claimed that he had taken
samples of the alleged hazardous waste and
had it tested. Yet neither the EPA nor
federal prosecutors could produce the test
results allegedly proving RCRA violations.
Nevertheless, federal prosecutors and the
EPA insisted on using Mr. Franklin as their
key witness, even though subpoenas issued
by the prosecutors to chemical testing
laboratories failed to turn up any lab results
of the alleged hazardous waste in question.
Desperate prosecutors went so far as to
place Mr. Franklin under hypnosis in a vain
attempt to obtain information about the
alleged testing samples. Defense attorneys
investigated the unsavory background of
EPA’s star witness. Mr. Franklin’s
credibility was questionable because of a
history of cocaine addiction, which can
cause hallucinations. The court ordered that
Mr. Franklin’s testimony could not be used.

Undaunted, the federal prosecutor, at
EPA’s urging, continued to insist that the
government should be allowed to use Mr.
Franklin as its key witness and filed a notice
of appeal to the Fifth Circuit of the district
judge’s ruling. He reluctantly withdrew the



appeal, however, when the Solicitor
General’s Office wisely decided not to
approve it. On September 17, 2003, on the
eve of trial — seven years after the initial
September 1996 raid — federal prosecutors
filed a motion to dismiss the indictment
against all three defendants, stating that
“[d]evelopments in this matter since the
indictment have revealed facts and
circumstances which, in the interests of
justice, warrant dismissal of the indictment.”
The district court granted the motion the
next day.

When his company, which was not
charged, refused to pay his defense fees, Mr.
Vidrine was forced to spend his entire
retirement savings of $180,000 on attorneys’
fees to mount a four-year defense against the
bogus charges. “Anybody who has to go
through this and not lose their sanity or life,
it’s just amazing. I didn't think it could
happen in America,” Vidrine said after the
dismissal.

After the EPA failed to respond to an
FTCA administrative claim for damages
submitted to EPA and DOJ in September
2005, Mr. Vidrine, with assistance from
Washington Legal Foundation, filed a
malicious prosecution lawsuit under the
Federal Tort Claims Act against the United
States on July 23, 2007. Vidrine v. United
States, No. 6:07-cv-1204 (W.D. La). Mr.
Vidrine submitted an Amended Complaint
on July 29, 2009. On August 7, 2009, the
government filed an Answer to the
Amended Complaint, denying the
allegations in the Complaint and asserting
various bases for immunity and other
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defenses. The Court denied the
government’s initial motion for summary
judgment on the malicious prosecution
claim on September 15, 2009. Trial has
been set for October 4, 2010. Clearly,
considering the lack of evidence of any
violation, the absence of environmental
harm, and no prior violations, this case
never met the criteria for a criminal
prosecution under the Devaney Memo.

* Riverdale Mills Corporation and James
M. Knott, Sr. Riverdale Mills Corporation
(RMC) is a small manufacturing company
located in Northbridge, Massachusetts that
produces plastic coated steel-wire mesh used
for lobster traps and erosion control. On
October 21, 1997, two EPA civil inspectors
came to the facility to take samples of the
company’s rinsewater and were granted
conditional consent to do so by RMC’s
owner, so long as RMC personnel could
accompany the investigators at all times.
Two weeks later, on November 7, 1997, “a
virtual ‘SWAT team’ consisting of twenty-
one EPA law enforcement officers and
agents, many of whom were armed, stormed
the RMC facility to conduct pH samplings.
They vigorously interrogated and videotaped
employees causing them great distress and
discomfort.” United States v. Knott, 106 F.
Supp. 2d 174, 180 (D. Mass. 2000).
Business records and computers were also
seized during the all-day search.

With much fanfare, EPA’s Regional
Office in Boston and the then-U.S. Attorney
for Massachusetts, Donald K. Stern (former
Chair of the Attorney General’s Advisory
Committee), announced to the media on



August 12, 1998, that RMC and its 70-year-
old owner, James M. Knott, Jr., had been
indicted on two felony charges under the
CWA and Knott faced six years in prison
and a $1.5 million fine. Their “crime” was
allegedly polluting the nearby Blackstone
River by the facility’s discharge into the
public sewer of a small volume of “acidic”
rinsewater, with a pH level of less than 5.0
standard units, in violation of EPA’s pre-
treatment CWA regulations. Mr. Knott
vigorously denied any wrongdoing.

The EPA did not claim that the town’s
wastewater treatment facility was damaged
in any way by RMC’s allegedly acidic
rinsewater. Nor were there any allegations
that RMC’s rinsewater caused the town’s
treatment facility to violate any EPA
regulations governing its discharge of
treated water into the nearby Blackstone
River, the very purpose of the regulations.
Indeed, the facility’s pH levels were well
within the permitted levels at all times. In
short, there simply was no environmental
harm, let alone significant harm; nor was
there any history of prior CWA violations.

When the government was forced by
Mr. Knott’s attorneys to turn over the
original EPA log books of the water sample
tests from the first visit, the agents’ hand-
written notes revealed that lawful and
neutral pH readings of 7 were marked over
to look like a 4 and 2, below the required
minimum of 5 pH. Moreover, the pH
readings from the subsequent SWAT team
raid all showed lawful pH readings of 5 or
above at the point where the public sewer
line actually connected to the end of RMC’s

sewer pipe. On April 23, 1999, shortly
before trial was to begin, the U.S. Attorney
dismissed all charges against RMC and Mr.
Knott. The grueling two-year legal battle
cost him and his award-winning company
(for developing pollution control
technology) hundreds of thousands of
dollars in lost business and legal defense
fees, not to mention great humiliation and
distress.

Subsequent lawsuits by RMC and Mr.
Knott against the government and EPA
agents under the Hyde Amendment, Federal
Tort Claims Act, and Bivens, assisted by the
Washington Legal Foundation, produced
mixed results and were ultimately denied
due to qualified immunity defenses.
Riverdale Mills Corp. v. United States, 392
F.3d 55 (1st Cir. 2004). Nevertheless, the
district court pointedly “reproved [the EPA]
for its sloppy recording of pH values . . . and
subsequent heavy-handed treatment of
RMC, including the conduct of an
unconsented and therefore unconstitutional
search of the plant. That negligent conduct
caused the Plaintiffs, a law enforcement
agency and, ultimately, the taxpayers
unnecessary expense.” Riverdale Mills
Corp. v. United States, 345 F. Supp. 2d 50,
60 (D. Mass. 2004).

The EPA’s heavy-handed criminal
enforcement tactics against RMC, Mr.
Knott, and his employees, were featured on
a special segment of CBS’s 60 Minutes that
aired on March 25, 2001. Even if the
allegations were true, Mr. Knott obviously
was not one of the “most significant and
egregious violators” who caused “significant
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environmental harm” as specified in the
Devaney Memo so as to warrant using
criminal enforcement, rather than non-
criminal remedies.

* American Carolina Stamping. On April
15, 1999, in a raid similar to those carried
out at Canal Refining Company and
Riverdale Mills, thirty-four armed EPA CID
agents, led by Special Agent in Charge Ivan
Vikin (who also led the raid at Canal
Refining), U.S. Marshals, and North
Carolina state and county police officers
(some wearing flak jackets, helmets, and
body armor) stormed a small family-owned
metal stamping plant, American Carolina
Stamping (ACS), in rural Penrose, North
Carolina. The “crime” was disposing of a
commercial solvent, which EPA alleged was
a hazardous waste, in violation of RCRA.
The owner, Steve McNabb, denied any
wrongdoing, and when he tried to retrieve
his video recorder to record the event, he
was threatened by EPA agents who drew
weapons and placed him in handcuffs.
Meanwhile, other EPA agents from the
Science and Ecosystem Support Division,
wearing protective moon suits, took a small
soil sample, while other agents searched the
premises for over nine hours. Seven boxes
of files and computer backups were hauled
away. Mr. McNabb vigorously complained
to his congressman about EPA’s strong-
armed tactics, then-U.S. Rep. Charles
Taylor, who investigated the matter.

A grand jury was convened shortly
thereafter, and Mr. McNabb insisted on
appearing before it, which he did. No
criminal charges were filed. Nevertheless,

in the meantime, McNabb’s small company
had been cut off from all government
contracts, upon which his business primarily
relied. His case was featured, along with the
Riverdale Mills case, on CBS’s 60 Minutes
in 2001. Unfortunately, Mr. McNabb’s
subsequent lawsuit for damages against state
and federal officials was dismissed on
immunity grounds. McNabb v. North
Carolina, 2001 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 13181
(W.D.N.C.). But this would not be the end
of the matter.

On September 19, 2003, well over four
years after the 1999 raid (but within the
five-year statute of limitations) — during
which time ACS was never told to cease
activity or clean up waste — EPA Region 4
suddenly decided to initiate administrative
proceedings. A Complaint and Compliance
Order was issued that day alleging the
storing and disposing of hazardous waste in
eight drums without a permit and three
related RCRA charges. The Order specified
penalties up to $27,500 per day, which,
computed from the date of the 1999 raid,
amounted to several hundred million dollars.
Mr. McNabb vigorously objected to the
baseless and belated charges.

On October 17, 2003, the EPA, noting
such mitigating factors as the lack of history
of noncompliance, reduced the proposed
penalty to $78,759. Mr. McNabb
complained this time to the EPA
Administrator for Region 4 in Atlanta,
Jimmy Palmer. After an on-site visit by
Palmer’s Chief of Staff, Allen Barnes,
Region 4 wisely filed a Notice of
Withdrawal on November 10, 2003,

2-11



dropping all charges against Mr. McNabb’s
business. Clearly, this abusive criminal
enforcement action should never have been
initiated under the case selection criteria in
the Devaney Memo. Indeed, as is evident
from the withdrawal of all charges, it did not
even merit administrative action.

* United States v. Wabash Valley Service
Co. 426 F. Supp. 2d 835 (S.D. Ill. 2006).
While EPA seems to have curbed its
penchant for SWAT team-type raids in
recent years, it continues to bring criminal
cases that are unwarranted by standards set
forth in the Devaney Memo. In 2005, a
company, its operations manager, and
another employee were criminally charged
for applying fertilizer pellets containing
pesticides on a farm in a manner contrary to
the label instructions, in violation of the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). One general
provision on the label said that the product
should be applied in a way that would not
cause it to come in contact with people,
while another provision advised to avoid
“spray drift” in “windy” conditions. The
defendants moved to dismiss the criminal
charges because the labeling was
unconstitutionally vague.

In a thorough 29-page ruling, the court
agreed, stating that the label did not provide
the user with “reasonable notice of what
conduct it proscribes.” Id. at 846.
Furthermore, since the pesticide was in
pellet rather than liquid form, the term
“windy” was too vague. The court said this
was analogous to telling drivers not to drive
“too fast.” Id. at 849. Indeed, the court

noted that EPA guidance suggests that the
warning applies only to liquid rather than
solid sprays. The court concluded that the
label instructions were unconstitutionally
vague as applied, but not before rebuking
the government for bringing the case as a
criminal matter:

When experienced trial attorneys decide
whether to file a lawsuit, they often look
at the instructions the court will give to
the jury if the case makes it to trial. By
analyzing what he must prove to the jury,
an attorney can make a reasonable
approximation of the strength of his case.
The Court wonders if the government
considered this simple question.

Id. at 844-45. The court also was disturbed
to learn that, because some drift will almost
always occur, “every applicator is
potentially subject to criminal liability for
what is essentially an unavoidable byproduct
of his work.” The prosecutor replied to a
skeptical court that he “hope[d] that the
government would use its discretion.” Id. at
845. In short, the court’s ruling suggests
that even as a civil matter, the government’s
case was exceedingly weak. The court
concluded that “[u]nder this label it is not
just [that] the marginal situations are
unclear, it is all but the most egregious
situations that are unclear.” [Id. at 853.
Similar to the other cases discussed in this
section, bringing this case as a criminal
matter against the company and two of its
employees clearly violated the Devaney
Memo’s guidance that only the “most
significant and egregious violators” where
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there is “significant environmental harm”
should be criminally prosecuted.

* United States v. Chief Ethanol Fuels Inc.
(D. Neb. No. 4:06-cr-03153). Chief Ethanol
Fuels of Nebraska, the nation’s leading
producer of ethanol, which reduces air
pollution from auto emissions, was charged
in 2006 with filing false discharge
monitoring reports about the temperature of
the wastewater discharges from its facility.
The water discharged into the river ranged
between 90 degrees and 94 degrees
Fahrenheit, but the discharge report stated
that the temperatures were within the 90
degree limit set by its discharge permit. The
government did not allege there was any
environmental harm caused by the slightly
warmer wastewater. In fact, the company
subsequently received a new permit to allow
for discharges of up to 104 degrees.
Nevertheless, the company was criminally
prosecuted, pled guilty on October 25, 2006,
fined $100,000, forced to pay another
$100,000 to a National Audubon Society
affiliate, and was placed on probation for
one year. This reporting violation, which
apparently caused no environmental harm, is
a perfect example of a case that should have
been handled administratively or civilly
under the Devaney Memo.

e United States v. McWane, Inc., 505 F.3d
1208 (11th Cir. 2007), cert. denied, 129 S.
Ct. 627 (2008). McWane, Inc., a cast iron
pipe manufacturing plant, and three of its
managers were charged with discharging
wastewater into a navigable river from more
than one permitted discharge point in
violation of the company’s permit. The

company was also charged with one count
of making a false statement under 18 U.S.C.
§ 1001 based on certifications by its
manager. The Eleventh Circuit reversed the
convictions. The court held that the
government failed to show under Justice
Kennedy’s “significant nexus” test in
Rapanos v. United States that the nearby
creek was connected to a “navigable water.”
Id. at 1221. The court also noted that the
EPA failed to show any actual harm or
injury, or risk of harm, to the river that was
the navigable water. Id. at 1212. Finally,
the court ruled that 18 U.S.C. § 1001 is a
specific intent crime, and that the
government failed to show actual knowledge
of the falsity of the statement submitted. /d.
at 1229. Because of the lack of any
environmental harm and questionable
jurisdiction, this case should have been
resolved with non-criminal penalties.

e United States v. Evertson, No. 07-30427,
2009 U.S. App. LEXIS 5936 (9th Cir.
March 20, 2009), petition for cert. filed,
US.L.W.  (U.S. July 20, 2009) (No. 09-
5391). Krister Evertson, a small
businessman whom WLF has represented in
the Supreme Court, was convicted of storing
hazardous “waste” for placing his
company’s materials in a storage facility. In
2000, Mr. Evertson started his own company
in Salmon, Idaho, where he worked without
a salary for two years to develop a new and
cheaper method of developing sodium
borohydride, a chemical with numerous
industrial uses. When he ran out of money
in 2002, he left Salmon to work in the
mining industry in Alaska to raise more
capital for his company. Before he left
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Idaho, Mr. Evertson placed the company’s
materials in stainless steel storage tanks at a
facility in Salmon and pre-paid at least one
year’s rent. He told the owner of the facility
and others that he planned to return for the
materials, which had a high resale value, as
soon as he had the necessary funds.

Yet the EPA seized the materials
belonging to Mr. Evertson’s small business
in May 2004 and disposed of them, claiming
that they were “waste.” The government
maintained that, although Mr. Evertson told
others that he planned to return and had paid
rent for storage, Mr. Evertson was
“abandoning” the materials and had no plans
to return to resume his business. The United
States conceded that the materials were not
hazardous waste if they were not abandoned.
Yet incredibly, the jury considering Mr.
Evertson’s case had no opportunity to
determine whether he had abandoned the
materials. The Ninth Circuit affirmed his
conviction and, in so doing,
mischaracterized the District Court’s jury
instructions, ignored settled law, and upheld
the criminal conviction even though the jury
did not consider the most relevant facts.
WLF petitioned the United States Supreme
Court for certiorari, but the request for
discretionary review was ultimately denied
on October 20, 2009.

EPA Management Review. In November
2003, EPA officials completed a
management review study of its
enforcement programs and issued its
findings and conclusions. EPA REVIEW OF
THE OFFICE OF CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT,

FORENSICS, AND TRAINING (Nov. 2003).
Some candid observations were made that
should hopefully guide and redirect EPA’s
criminal enforcement efforts. For example,
the report noted that as an enforcement
agency that reacts to complaints, there is
“little distinction between important and
trivial cases, and a preoccupation with
traditional statistics rather than real
accomplishments, in this case in preventing
pollution.” Id. at 58. As the report further
observed:

[TThere is a palpable sense within
OCEFT, and especially CID, that the
desire to produce favorable traditional
enforcement statistics—the so-called
“bean count”— creates pressures for
action which may not represent the most
effective strategic use of limited
investigative and prosecutorial resources.
As one agent reported, “It's always
quality over quantity until the end of the
year comes.”

% % % %

Many within OCEFT . . . think of
criminal enforcement as a value in itself.
As such, they argue that “success” in the
traditional measures—investigations,
referrals, indictments, convictions,
sentences, probations—justifies the
Agency’s investment in such activities,
and indeed with more investment, they
could get more “results.”

% % % %

2-14



Without [reform], the program will
continue [to] be judged solely on
numbers of investigative and
prosecutorial activities without asking the
more important question of what these
numbers signify for environmental
protection.

Id. at 54-55. In a May 2007 memorandum,
Granta Nakayama, EPA’s Assistant
Administrator for Enforcement and
Compliance, directed EPA’s criminal agents
to better document their requests for
prosecutorial assistance and made a passing
reference to the 1994 Devaney Memo as the
governing standard for case selection.
Otherwise, although EPA Administrator
Lisa P. Jackson told Congress in October
2009 that “[s]trong and fair compliance and
enforcement across the country is vital to
establishing a level playing field for
industrial facilities,” the EPA has not
announced what concrete steps it has taken
or plans to take in light of this management
report and the criticism it has received from
the regulated community. The need remains
for EPA to redirect and refocus its criminal
enforcement program as originally intended
by the Devaney Memo.

Enforcement Partnerships: EPA and
SEC. The Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002
imposes reporting obligations in addition to
the Securities and Exchange Commission’s
(SEC) requirements imposed over two
decades ago to disclose environmental
liabilities. Under the law, companies are
required to disclose “material”
environmental liabilities to better inform
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investors about the company’s financial
exposure; however, the SEC has not
provided any clear definition of what is
“material,” relying instead on disparate case
law. SOX requires corporate management
to sign or certify the accuracy of the annual
environmental compliance certifications. If
a company guesses wrong as to what is
“material,” individuals certifying a periodic
report are now subject to $1 million in fines
and 10 years in prison for simple “knowing”
offenses, which, as Chapter One discussed,
require only a showing of general intent.
For “willful” offenses, company CEOs are
subject to a $5 million fine and 20 years in
prison.

As one leading practitioner observed,
“Sarbanes-Oxley has spawned a new era of
cooperation between the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the SEC.” Steven P.
Solow, Greening the Bottom Line:
Environmental Management as a
Competitive Tool, EXECUTIVE COUNSEL
(Fall 2004). In 2003, EPA launched its
“environmental liability enforcement
initiative” to enhance sharing of information
with SEC about EPA enforcement actions
against publicly-traded companies. The EPA
also began cross-checking information
required to be disclosed in SEC filings
against its own data for consistency and
completeness.

Enforcement Partnerships: EPA, OSHA,
and DOJ. EPA and the Occupational
Safety & Health Administration (OSHA)
began a joint effort in 1991 to enforce
certain worker safety violations under



related EPA statutes because the penalties
for environmental laws are much tougher
than those for OSHA violations and because
they are easier to prove. A “knowing
endangerment” conviction under RCRA
with respect to the storage or disposal of
hazardous waste is a felony that can bring
stiff sentences of up to 15 years whereas a
“willful” violation of OSHA rules is a
misdemeanor, but only if the violation
results in the death of a worker. The
maximum prison sentence is six months for
the first offense or one year for a repeat
offense. In addition, fines for OSHA
violations are much lower than those for
environmental offenses. This same strategy
was launched by then-Attorney General
Eliot Spitzer in 2004 to use New York
environmental laws to prosecute workplace
safety violations that otherwise would come
under the jurisdiction of OSHA.

A prime example of the misuse of
environmental laws to enforce workplace
safety laws was United States v. Hansen,
262 F.3d 1217 (11th Cir. 2001). As
discussed in Chapter One, the owner, his son
(who agreed to temporarily serve as CEO
during bankruptcy proceedings), and the
plant manager were indicted and convicted
of “knowing endangerment” of employees at
the chemical plant and received prison terms
ranging from four to nine years. Following
an OSHA inspection, the company took
some corrective actions to prevent workers
from being exposed to certain chemicals.
One worker testified that he had slipped on
the floor and simply rinsed himself off,
without seeking medical treatment for his
“minor burns” or reporting the incident to

the company. In short, this case should have
been handled by OSHA or, at best, by
administrative or civil remedies under the
environmental statutes. Instead, for their
“crimes,” the owner received eight years in
prison, his son received four years, and the
plant manager received six years.

To be sure, there are some cases where
serious workplace injuries have occurred. In
United States v. Elias, the owner of a
fertilizer company received a 17-year
sentence for knowing endangerment under
RCRA when an employee, who was
exposed to cyanide fumes in a sludge tank,
suffered brain damage. 269 F.3d 1003 (9th
Cir. 2001). While this was a significant
injury, and the prison sentence was longer
than the average sentences for murder and
rape, the policy question is whether
Congress should revise OSHA penalties
rather than have prosecutors use EPA laws
to punish safety violations at the workplace.

In May 2005, the EPA, OSHA, and
DOJ launched a more formal initiative to
investigate and prosecute violations of
environmental laws and regulations that
have harmed workers, rather than the public
at large. EPA is expected to continue to be
an active partner not only with OSHA, but
with other federal, state, tribal, and local
agencies and enforcement authorities (as
well as international authorities) in using its
criminal investigation and enforcement
resources.

Enforcement Partnerships: EPA,
DOT, and DOJ. In September 2003, EPA
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began to work with the Department of
Transportation (DOT) and DOJ in
coordinating enforcement of the Hazardous
Materials Transportation Act regulating the
shipment of hazardous materials to thwart
possible terrorist attacks. The result was the
prosecution of defunct Emery Worldwide
Airlines, which pled guilty in 2003 for
failing to provide its pilots with proper
paperwork that hazardous materials were
shipped in 1998 and 1999. The company
was fined the maximum of $500,000 for
each of the dozen regulatory violations, for a
total of $6 million. Further criminal
enforcement is expected to continue in this
area to demonstrate the government’s efforts
to combat terrorism.

Parallel Investigations. Another major
EPA initiative also suggests that greater
criminal enforcement activity may be
looming on the horizon: closer coordination
between EPA’s criminal and civil
enforcement staff. Beginning in July 2005,
EPA began to physically co-locate civil and
criminal staff in EPA’s regional offices,
with a pledge by EPA’s Nakayama in early
2006 to continue the process and spend
millions of dollars on training and
equipment. The publicly stated goal was to
focus on all major civil enforcement cases as
possible candidates for criminal
investigation and prosecution. Yet sharing
information between civil and criminal
enforcement staff raises serious questions
about potential abusive and unfair criminal
prosecution, such as wusing civil
investigations as a pretext to gather
incriminating information for criminal cases.

Indeed, as discussed in Chapter Four, the
right to due process, right to counsel, and the
rights against self-incrimination and double
jeopardy are weakened by improper joint or
parallel investigations by the civil and
criminal enforcement staff.

Conclusion. During the previous
administration, EPA’s Granta Nakayama
vowed to “protect the public by criminally
prosecuting willful, intentional, and serious
violations of the federal environmental
laws.” U.S. ENVTL. PROTECTION AGENCY,
2006-2011 EPA STRATEGIC PLAN:
CHARTING O UR COURSE 128 (2006)
(emphasis added). The use of these three
modifiers suggested a strong reaffirmation
of the Devaney Memo guidance on criminal
case selection. “Willful” violations generally
require a finding of specific intent rather
than the general intent standard associated
with “knowing” violations, the standard of
mens rea in many environmental statutes.
But Nakayama’s statement does not mean
that EPA will criminally prosecute only
serious or culpable cases. As one
commentator observed, “when it comes to
case selection, the Exxon Valdez is
definitely in, but the mom-and-pop dry
cleaners is not ruled out.” David A. Barker,
Environmental Crimes, Prosecutorial
Discretion, and the Civil/Criminal Line, 88
VA. L. REv. 1387, 1409 (2002). Until there
is better supervision over the case selection
process, unwarranted criminal
investigations, referrals, and prosecutions
will likely continue into the Obama
Administration.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Congress should conduct oversight hearings on EPA’s abusive criminal enforcement
policies and practices and request the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to
investigate and report on those policies and practices.

EPA should conduct a thorough review of the Devaney Memorandum and its application
to ensure that EPA’s criminal enforcement program and case selection procedures, both
on paper and in practice, do not resort unnecessarily to criminal investigation and referral
when more appropriate administrative and civil remedies are available.

EPA should act on its 2003 management review report and enact specific procedures and
reforms to ensure that criminal enforcement resources are properly utilized.

Before any criminal investigation is undertaken in the field, pre-approval and close
supervision from the appropriate EPA Regions should be required to determine whether
administrative or civil remedies should be used instead. EPA Headquarters should
approve any referral to DOJ or a U.S. Attorney’s Office for criminal prosecution. This
would help ensure uniformity and procedural fairness.

Once a field investigation is authorized, EPA CID Agents should not use strong-armed
tactics and harassment in executing search warrants. EPA Agents should advise
company officials and employees of their rights, including the right to refuse to answer
questions and the right to consult an attorney. Armed EPA agents should refrain from
contacting and intimidating employees at their homes.

EPA should consider whether, as a matter of law and economics, a combination of

increased fines and criminal enforcement actions is an efficient use of resources or
whether it is likely to cause over-deterrence.
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TIMELINE: EPA CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT POLICIES

1969:

1970:

1970:

1972:

1976:

1985:

1987:

1988:

1990:

1990:

1991:

Jan. 1994:

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 is enacted.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is created by an Executive
Reorganization Plan to assume regulatory authority over certain environmental
and health related laws administered by other agencies.

Congress enacts the Clean Air Act (CAA).

Congress enacts the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, and later amends it
in 1977 as the Clean Water Act (CWA).

EPA begins to develop guidelines for criminal investigation and enforcement
of environmental laws under its jurisdiction.

EPA’s criminal enforcement staff grows to 34 agents, 50 percent higher than
the 1982 level.

Congress amends the Clean Water Act (CWA) to add felony penalties for the
first time. Filing false monitoring reports provided for up to two years in
prison; other “knowing” violations provided for up to three years in prison; and
“knowing endangerment” violations provided up to 15 years in prison.

Congress enacts provision in the Medical Waste Tracking Act that confers
police power on EPA criminal agents and authorizes them to carry firearms in
conducting searches.

Congress amends the penalty provisions of the Clean Air Act (CAA) to
provide for felony violations similar to those found in the CWA.

Congress enacts the Pollution Prevent Act (PPA) and directs EPA to hire 200
criminal enforcement agents.

EPA and OSHA begin joint program on enforcing certain worker safety
violations.

Earl Devaney, Director of EPA’s Office of Criminal Enforcement issues a
Memorandum, The Exercise of Investigative Discretion. The Devaney Memo
sets forth criteria for criminal enforcement standards, limiting criminal
investigations to cases where there is both significant environmental harm and
a high degree of culpability. Memo is ignored in a number of cases where
there was little or no environmental harm and a lack of criminal intent.
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Aug. 1995:

Dec. 1995:

1999-2003:

2003:

Nov. 2003:

May 2005:

2003-2007:

2007:

May 2007:

EPA established the Office of Criminal Enforcement, Forensics, and Training
(OCEFT) within OECA to manage the Criminal Investigation Division (CID),
which increased to 210 agents.

EPA issues policy on “Incentives for Self Policing: Discover, Disclosure,
Correction and Prevention of Violations” (“Audit Policy”) that tracks
Sentencing Guidelines’ compliance criteria, which, if followed, may warrant
reduced civil penalties and no criminal sanctions. Final version was issued
April 2000 at 65 Fed. Reg. 19618.

EPA conducts an average of approximately 475 criminal investigations per
year in FYs 1999-2003. Many searches are carried out in an aggressive
manner by armed EPA agents, who threaten employees and harass them at
their homes in the evening, demanding incriminating evidence of their
company and their bosses. By 2003, EPA has criminal enforcement staff of
237.

Following passage of Sarbanes-Oxley in 2002, EPA commences enforcement
initiatives with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to ensure
accurate reporting of material environmental liabilities.

EPA officials complete a management review of its enforcement programs and
issue findings and conclusions in a report entitled, U.S. EPA REVIEW OF THE
OFFICE OF CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT, FORENSICS, AND TRAINING. Notably, the
Report criticizes EPA enforcement policy that measures its success by the
number of prosecutions, fines, and jail time rather than by pollution
prevention.

EPA, OSHA, and DOJ launched formal initiative to use tougher environmental
laws to prosecute OSHA violations.

EPA coordinates enforcement efforts in various task forces with other
regulatory agencies, including OSHA, Coast Guard, Postal Authorities, and the
IRS.

The number of CID agents is reduced to 172, but more agents are expected to
be hired as Congress presses for more staffing. Criminal investigations
continue at a relatively high rate.

Granta Nakayama, EPA’s Assistant Administrator for the Office of
Environmental Compliance Assurance (OECA), revises procedures for EPA’s
criminal agents for better documenting their requests for prosecutorial
assistance and reaffirms the Devaney Memo as the governing case selection
guidance.

2-21



Oct. 2009:

2010:

EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson testifies to Congress, “In situations where
states are not issuing protective permits or taking enforcement to achieve
compliance, EPA needs to act to strengthen state programs and to pursue federal
enforcement actions as necessary.”

The EPA’s criminal enforcement program is expected to complete a three-year
strategy of hiring more CID agents to raise the number to 200.
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Chapter Three

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
CRIMINAL PROSECUTION POLICIES

“The prosecutor has more control over life, liberty, and reputation than any
other person in America. His discretion is tremendous. . . . Any prosecutor
who risks his day-to-day professional name for fair dealing to build up
statistics of success has a perverted sense of practical values, as well as
defects of character. . . . [He should] select the cases for prosecution . . . in
which the offense is the most flagrant, the public harm the greatest, and the

$2]

proof most certain. . . .

Attorney General Robert H. Jackson (April 1940)
Second Annual Conference of U.S. Attorneys

verview. The Department of Justice

(DOJ) and its 94 U.S. Attorney

Districts have, as former Attorney
General Robert Jackson poignantly remarked,
“more control over life, liberty, and reputation
than any other person in America.” How DOJ
and federal prosecutors exercise their
awesome prosecutorial powers is critical to
our constitutional system, which protects
individuals and businesses with the right to
counsel, the right to a jury trial, and due
process, among other important safeguards of
liberty.

The judicious exercise of the
prosecutorial power is especially important
where individuals and businesses are
criminally charged for regulatory offenses,
which are not inherently wrongful. Rather,
business regulations restrict otherwise
socially useful and lawful activities, such as
refining oil, producing energy, manufacturing
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and other
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products, and providing other goods and
services needed by a modern industrial and
free-market society. At the same time, these
beneficial activities provide jobs and
stimulate economic growth and development
at the local, state, and national levels. As a
result, the proper exercise of prosecutorial
discretion is all the more important in this
heavily regulated field.

DOJ prosecution policies implicate
individual and business civil liberties in a
number of ways, including parallel civil and
criminal prosecutions, attorney-client and
work product privileges, and deferred
prosecution and non-prosecution agreements,
which are treated at length in Chapters Four,
Five, and Six, respectively. This chapter will
focus on DOJ’s prosecution of environmental
and regulatory cases referred by the EPA and
other agencies. In particular, DOJ has often
neglected to use more appropriate non-
criminal remedies to redress regulatory



infractions, contrary to DOJ’s own criminal
prosecution policies, as well as EPA’s policy
as discussed in Chapter Two. As Professor
John Hasnas has concluded, “[w]ith regard to
the offenses that can adequately be handled
by civil liability, the proper solution may be
abstaining from any efforts at criminal
enforcement at all.” John Hasnas, TRAPPED:
WHEN ACTING ETHICALLY IS AGAINST THE
LAw 14 (Cato Inst. 2006).

DOJ General Criminal Prosecution Policy.
In 1980, U.S. Attorney General Benjamin
Civiletti promulgated comprehensive
guidelines on how all U.S. Attorneys should
exercise their prosecutorial discretion. DOJ’s
Principles of Federal Prosecution, reprinted
in DOJ’s United States Attorneys’ Manual
(USAM), properly recognizes the serious
nature of filing criminal charges against
individuals and corporations, regardless of the
subject matter of the offense:

The manner in which Federal prosecutors
exercise their decision-making authority
has far-reaching implications, both in
terms of justice and effectiveness in law
enforcement and in terms of the
consequences for individual citizens. A
determination to prosecute represents a
policy judgment that the fundamental
interests of society require the application
of the criminal laws to a particular set of
circumstances -- recognizing both that
serious violations of Federal law must be
prosecuted, and that prosecution entails
profound consequences for the accused
and the family of the accused whether or
not a conviction ultimately results.

The availability of this statement of
principles to Federal law enforcement
officials and to the public serves two
important purposes: ensuring the fair and
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effective exercise of prosecutorial
responsibility by attorneys for the
government, and promoting confidence
on the part of the public and individual
defendants that important prosecutorial
decisions will be made rationally and
objectively on the merits of each case.

USAM 9-27.001 Preface (emphasis added).

As discussed in Chapter One concerning
mens rea, the judicious use of criminal
enforcement powers is all the more important
with respect to prosecuting environmental and
other regulatory offenses, since those offenses
are not inherently wrongful or malum in se
crimes, unlike bank robbery or fraud. Rather,
these regulatory offenses involve complex
and often confusing laws and regulations that
are easily susceptible to violation, even by
those without culpable knowledge of the
offense, and without any resulting harm to the
public. More importantly, many non-criminal
alternatives are available to address and
remedy such violations.

Indeed, DOJ’s Principles of Federal
Prosecution for U.S. Attorneys outlines the
options available to a federal prosecutor once
he or she receives a referral from the EPA or
other regulatory agency:

USAM 9-27.200 Initiating and
Declining Prosecution-Probable
Cause Requirement.

A. If the attorney for the government
has probable cause to believe that a
person has committed a Federal offense
within his/her jurisdiction, he/she
should consider whether to:

1. Request or conduct further
investigation;
2. Commence or recommend
prosecution;



3. Decline prosecution and refer the
matter for prosecutorial consideration in
another jurisdiction;

4. Decline prosecution and initiate or
recommend pretrial diversion or other
non-criminal disposition; or

5. Decline prosecution without taking
other action.

USAM 9-27.200 (emphasis added). DOJ thus
has provided federal prosecutors with ample
discretion to decline prosecution altogether,
refer the matter to state authorities, or to
recommend pretrial diversion or other non-
criminal disposition as provided by
subsections A(3)-(5).

In yet another provision of the USAM,
DOJ’s criminal enforcement policy reiterates
the view that criminal prosecutions should be
declined if “[t]here exists an adequate non-
criminal alternative to prosecution.” USAM
9-27.220(A)(3). This policy of utilizing non-
criminal remedies is further explained in the
USAM as follows:

USAM 27.250 Non-Criminal
Alternatives to Prosecution.

A. In determining whether prosecution
should be declined because there exists
an adequate, non-criminal alternative to
prosecution, the attorney for the
government should consider all relevant
factors, including:

1. The sanctions available under the
alternative means of disposition;

2. The likelihood that an effective
sanction will be imposed; and

3. The effect of non-criminal
disposition on Federal law enforcement
interests.

B. Comment. When a person has
committed a Federal offense, it is
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important that the law respond
promptly, fairly, and effectively. This
does not mean, however, that a criminal
prosecution must be initiated. In
recognition of the fact that resort to the
criminal process is not necessarily the
only appropriate response to serious
forms of antisocial activity, Congress
and state legislatures have provided
civil and administrative remedies for
many types of conduct that may also be
subject to criminal sanction. Examples
of such non-criminal approaches
include civil tax proceedings; [and] civil
actions under the securities, customs,
antitrust, or other regulatory laws|.]
Another potentially useful alternative to
prosecution in some cases is pretrial
diversion. See USAM 9-22.000.

Attorneys for the government should
familiarize themselves with these
alternatives and should consider
pursuing them if they are available in a

particular case.

USAM 9-27.250 (emphasis added).

Unfortunately, DOJ prosecutors have often
ignored or failed to heed this policy by
declining to utilize the non-criminal remedies
Congress made available under environmental
and other regulatory statutes. To the contrary,
DOJ prosecutors began in 1982 to use Title
18 laws governing false statements, mail and
wire fraud, and conspiracy laws to
“supplement” their targeting of regulatory and
reporting offenses, and to obtain stiffer
penalties and punishments than would
otherwise be warranted for the underlying
substantive offense. Barry M. Hartman &
Stephen W. Grafman, Beware Environmental
Defendants: Failure To Understand Title 18
Can Get You 20, WLF LEGAL
BACKGROUNDER, Vol. 9, No. 22 (July 1,



1994). Indeed, almost half of the DOJ’s
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) prosecutions from 1983 to 1992
were Title 18 “hybrid” cases. See Kathleen F.
Brickey, Charging Practices in Hazardous
Waste Crime Prosecutions, 62 OHIO ST. L.J.
1077, 1108 (2001); see also Kathleen F.
Brickey, ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME: LAW,
PoLicy, PROSECUTION 369 (2008).

DOJ’s Environmental Crimes Prosecution
Policies. As discussed in Chapter Two, EPA
has not been faithful to the Devaney Memo’s
case selection criteria, as evidenced by its
launching of criminal investigations against
companies and individuals where there was
little or no environmental harm and a lack of
culpable intent on the part of the defendant.
At the same time, however, DOJ and U.S.
Attorneys could be much more selective in
accepting criminal referrals from EPA. All
too often, a prosecutor’s case selection
decisions result in abusive, wasteful, and
inconsistent criminal enforcement of federal
environmental laws, as illustrated by the cases
cited in Chapter Two. See, e.g., Riverdale
Mills v. United States, 345 F. Supp. 2d 50 (D.
Mass. 2004) and Vidrine v. United States, No.
6:07-cv-1204 (W.D. La. 2007), where bogus
felony charges were dropped, and the
defendants subsequently brought malicious
prosecution claims against the government.

In 1985, DOJ established an
Environmental Crimes Section (ECS) within
its Environment and Natural Resources
Division. ECS works closely with EPA
criminal investigators, FBI, and the Fish &
Wildlife Service to enforce major
environmental statutes. ECS, which has a
record number of 40 criminal prosecutors as
of October 2009, takes the lead in prosecuting
around 30 percent of the cases that are
considered “national interest” cases. Yet ECS
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often assists local U.S. Attorneys in
prosecuting environmental offenses and, with
the agreement of the local United States
Attorney, may “deputize” an EPA attorney to
act as a “Special Assistant U.S. Attorney” to
prosecute a specific case.

Thus, the bulk of the criminal
enforcement of environmental laws is often
initiated and prosecuted by the 93 local U.S.
Attorneys around the country, rather than
under the uniform guidance of DOJ in
Washington, D.C. A minor wetland
infraction under the Clean Water Act (CWA),
for example, may be viewed by one U.S.
Attorney as a simple regulatory matter that is
best handled administratively or civilly by
EPA or state authorities. But another U.S.
Attorney may see that same case as
warranting a major felony criminal
prosecution, even if there is little or no
environmental harm or a lack of culpable
criminal intent.

In one case, a federal prosecutor filed
criminal charges against a homeowner for
poisoning a few noisy blackbirds and pigeons
roosting on his property. Although the
population of these common birds is in the
hundreds of millions, they are still covered
under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
due to the fact that some of them migrate
between the United States, Canada, and
Mexico. The prosecutor shipped the bird
carcasses to the Smithsonian Institution for
autopsy and considered this “crime” to be
“one of the most important cases” of his
office. The conviction was upheld on appeal,
albeit reluctantly. United States v. Van
Fossan, 899 F.2d 636 (7th Cir. 1990)
(remarking that “[t]his case is for the birds”).
Other U.S. Attorneys would hopefully focus
on more serious criminal activity, given their
scarce resources.



In 1987, DOJ’s case selection criteria for
environmental criminal prosecution was
clarified by Assistant Attorney General Henry
Habicht of the Land & Natural Resources
Division (LNRD), listing four factors to
consider: (1) intent, (2) harm, (3) economic
gain to the violator, and (4) repeat offenders.
It also focused on two classes of violators, so-
called “midnight dumpers” and those who
conceal violations or make false statements.
On July 1, 1991, LNRD’s Acting Assistant
Attorney General Barry Hartman issued a
formal memorandum, Factors in Decisions on
Criminal Prosecutions for Environmental
Violations in the Context of Significant
Voluntary Compliance or Disclosure Efforts
by the Violator, which encouraged leniency in
the exercise of prosecutorial discretion for
those companies and individuals who
voluntarily disclosed environmental
infractions, cooperated with authorities, and
had effective compliance programs. This
memo did not purport to supersede DOJ’s
1987 policy or the more general 1980
Principles of Federal Prosecution, both of
which require a consideration of intent and
harm. Rather, the 1991 memo seems to be an
additional policy or overlay that constitutes a
further level of case selection criteria after the
intent and harm factors have been met. In
many respects, the 1991 guidance was a
precursor to DOJ’s 1999 Holder
Memorandum, discussed herein, which also
listed voluntary compliance, disclosure,
and cooperation as factors prosecutors
should consider when considering the
appropriateness of filing criminal charges.

Lack of Oversight by Main DOJ. The
autonomy of the U.S. Attorneys in
environmental prosecution, unlike other areas
of federal criminal enforcement such as
antitrust, tax, and civil rights (all of which
require Main Justice approval), can be traced
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to a 1994 policy change. In response to sharp
criticism from Congressman John Dingell that
Main Justice was viewed as unduly limiting
the discretion of local U.S. Attorneys to bring
environmental prosecutions, then-Attorney
General Janet Reno gave U.S. Attorneys
much broader discretion to bring criminal
charges in most environmental cases, with
little or no oversight by Main Justice. This
policy was made part of the U.S. Attorneys’
Manual, which until recently made clear that
“[r]esponsibility for the approval,
investigation, and prosecution of
environmental crimes, except in cases of
national interest, normally rests with the
United States Attorney’s Office.” See USAM
5-11.104 Responsibility for Case
Development and Prosecution (as of January
2006). As a result, criminal prosecution of
environmental violations varies greatly across
the country, with no real oversight by Main
Justice, often leading to abusive prosecutions
and a waste of scarce enforcement resources.
Moreover, the lack of any effective means of
ensuring that national laws are enforced with
some degree of consistency frustrates the
development of a coherent, effective, and
consistent national criminal enforcement
policy.

Recently, the U.S. Attorneys’ Manual
was updated to emphasize more cooperation
between the United States Attorneys’ Offices
and ECS, but still left significant discretion
with regional prosecutors: “United States
Attorneys’ Offices have responsibility for the
investigation and prosecution of
environmental crimes within their own
districts and the Environmental Crimes
Section has responsibility for the investigation
and prosecution of environmental crimes on a
nation-wide basis.” USAM 5-11.104
Responsibility for Case Development and
Prosecution (rev. November 2008).



Abuse of Discretion in Prosecuting
Environmental Offenses. As the following
cases illustrate, DOJ and local U.S. Attorneys
have abused their discretion in prosecuting
regulatory offenses. The main criticism is
that the offenses did not satisfy either EPA’s
Devaney Memo, which requires a showing of
significant environmental harm and a culpable
intent, or DOJ’s own prosecution policies
regarding the alternative use of administrative
and civil remedies. Indeed, in many
environmental cases, prosecutors have
regularly filed motions in limine or pretrial
motions to prevent the defendant from
showing the jury that no environmental harm
occurred.

United States v. Linden Beverage Co. A
good example of unwarranted criminal
prosecution is United States v. Linden
Beverage Co., Crim. No. 94-122R (W.D. Va.
1994), where a small family-owned apple
juice business and its owners were charged
with CWA wastewater violations. The
pollutants from Linden Beverage consisted
primarily of rinsewater from the small
bottling company, including a mixture of
water and apple and grape juices. The owner,
Benjamin Lacy, was convicted of one count
of knowingly discharging pollutants to waters
of the United States in excess of the permitted
levels and making false statements on
discharge monitoring reports.

The discharges from the small facility
were above the permitted levels, but were
insignificant and caused no harm to the
nearby stream. No fish were killed or even
threatened. Even at a short distance
downstream from the discharge, which had
been monitored by an environmental group,
there was never any indication of pollution or
degradation. Indeed, the environmental
group’s data showed dissolved oxygen levels
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at or above the levels necessary to support
stream life of all kinds, but unfortunately, the
jury was never allowed to hear this evidence.
Prosecutors successfully filed pre-trial or
limine motions to prevent the defendants from
showing the jury that the nearby stream was
not harmed. In short, the “pollution” that
occurred was clearly not a “heartland” offense
under the CWA, which occurs when waters
are fouled and aquatic life harmed.

Federal prosecutors demanded a 33-
month prison sentence for the elderly owner
of the facility, a first-time offender and pillar
of his community. The court instead imposed
probation, a reasonable sentence that the
prosecutors nevertheless appealed. Mr.
Lacy’s conviction was overturned by the
Fourth Circuit because the jury instructions
failed to allow the jurors to consider Mr.
Lacy’s character. See United States v. Lacy,
LEXIS 35093 (4th Cir. 1997). The
government sought to retry Mr. Lacy again,
who finally agreed to plead to a misdemeanor
and was resentenced to his original
probationary term. As a minor reporting
violation, this case could more appropriately
have been handled by administrative and civil
remedies under the Devaney Memo and DOJ
guidelines due to the lack of environmental
harm and the nature of the offense. While a
persistent pattern of filing false reports
coupled with environmental harm may justify
a criminal prosecution, under the relaxed
intent standard, just one mistake among
thousands of entries is enough to prosecute.

United States v. Evertson, No. 07-30427,
2009 U.S. App. LEXIS 5936 (9th Cir. Mar.
20, 2009), pet.n for cert. filed,  U.S.L.W.
___(U.S. July 20, 2009) (No. 09-5391).
Krister Evertson, a small businessman whom
WLF has represented in the Supreme Court,
was convicted of storing hazardous “waste”



for placing his company’s materials in a
storage facility. In 2000, Mr. Evertson started
his own company in Salmon, Idaho, where he
worked without a salary for two years to
develop a new and cheaper method of
developing sodium borohydride, a chemical
with numerous industrial uses. When he ran
out of money in 2002, he left Salmon to work
in the mining industry in Alaska to raise more
capital for his company. Before he left Idaho,
Mr. Evertson placed the company’s materials
in stainless steel storage tanks at a facility in
Salmon and pre-paid at least one year’s rent.
He told the owner of the facility and others
that he planned to return for the materials,
which had a high resale value, as soon as he
had the necessary funds.

Yet the EPA seized the materials
belonging to Mr. Evertson’s small business in
May 2004 and disposed of them, claiming
that they were “waste.” The government
maintained that, although Mr. Evertson told
others that he planned to return and had paid
rent for storage, Mr. Evertson was
“abandoning” the materials and had no plans
to return to resume his business. The United
States conceded that the materials were not
hazardous waste if they were not abandoned.
Yet incredibly, the jury considering Mr.
Evertson’s case had no opportunity to
determine whether he had abandoned the
materials. The Ninth Circuit affirmed his
conviction and, in so doing, mischaracterized
the District Court’s jury instructions, ignored
settled law, and wupheld the criminal
conviction even though the jury did not
consider the most relevant facts. WLF
petitioned the United States Supreme Court
for certiorari, but the request for discretionary
review was ultimately denied on October 20,
20009.
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United States v. McNab, 324 F.3d 1266
(11th Cir. 2003), cert. denied, 540 U.S. 1177
(2004). Three hard-working U.S. seafood
importers/wholesalers Robert Blandford,
Abner Schoenwetter, and Diane Huang (all
represented by WLF in the Supreme Court)
and one Honduran seafood exporter, David
Henson McNab, were convicted for the
“crime” of importing frozen seafood in the
wrong containers. In an outrageous case of
abuse of prosecutorial discretion, the seafood
dealers were indicted under the Lacey Act for
importing frozen lobster tails from Honduras
allegedly in violation of an obscure Honduran
regulation requiring that frozen seafood be
shipped in cardboard boxes, instead of in
transparent plastic bags. Also, because about
three percent of the 70,000 pound shipment
consisted of lobster tails that were less than
5.5 inches in length, those lobster tails
allegedly violated another Honduran
regulation on size limits (even though the
U.S. National Marine Fishery Service, which
enforces the Lacey Act and launched the
criminal investigation, published official
monthly price lists for the U.S. seafood
industry, listing the market price of Honduran
spiny lobster tails measuring less than 5.5
inches).

At most, this Lacey Act violation should
have been subject to administrative or civil
penalties (including civil forfeiture).
However, DOJ prosecutors, led by Senior
Trial Attorney Elinor Colbourn from Main
Justice, brought additional criminal charges in
order to ratchet up the prison sentence under
the Sentencing Guidelines, a common tactic
for prosecutors to “pile on” redundant
charges. Thus, because the seafood was
shipped in clear, transparent plastic bags,
instead of opaque cardboard boxes, they were
also charged with “smuggling,” even though
the shipments regularly cleared through U.S.
Customs and Food and Drug Administration



(FDA) inspections. Oddly, if the seafood had
been shipped in opaque cardboard boxes,
which would need to be ripped open to
inspect the contents, it would not be
considered smuggling.

DOJ prosecutors, not content with adding
the smuggling felony charges to the Lacey
Act counts, added more counts by also
charging the defendants with money
laundering.  According to prosecutors,
because the importers paid for the “illegal”
seafood that was “smuggled” into the country
in the normal course of their business, they
were considered to be trafficking in illegal
goods in violation of money laundering
statutes. This novel and troubling use of the
money laundering statute prompted the trial
judge to tell the DOJ prosecutor, “I find that
difficult to understand how that’s money
laundering.” United States v. McNab, Trial
Transcript, Vol. VI, p. 1060, lines 24-25 (Oct.
23, 2000).

For these “crimes,” McNab, Blandford,
and Schoenwetter, all first-time offenders,
were sentenced to an incredible prison term of
97 months, or eight years under the
Sentencing Guidelines, as well as being
ordered to pay stiff fines and to forfeit their
property. Ms. Huang, also a first-time
offender and mother of two small children,
was sentenced to prison for two years.

Incredibly, the Honduran regulations that
served as the predicate for the Lacey Act
charges (and thus, for the smuggling and
money laundering charges as well) were
declared by Honduran courts, the Honduran
Attorney General, and other high level
Honduran officials, to be null and void,
repealed, and otherwise of no legal effect.
Nevertheless, in a 2-1 decision, the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit upheld the
convictions and excessive sentences. United
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States v. McNab, 331 F.3d 1228 (11th Cir.
2003). In a strongly worded dissent, Circuit
Judge Fay declared, “what was thought to be
a crime turns out not to be a crime under
Honduran law;” therefore “under both U.S.
and Honduran law, retroactive application [of
the Honduran rulings invalidating the laws] is
warranted for a criminal defendant charged or
convicted of a subsequently declared invalid
criminal statute.” Id. at 1248-50.

On October 24, 2003, WLF filed a
petition for certiorari to the U.S. Supreme
Court on behalf of the importers, and a
separate petition was filed on behalf of the
exporter, both of which were supported by a
brief filed by the Government of Honduras.
Unfortunately, the Court denied review on
January 15, 2004. Blandford and
Shoenwetter are currently serving their stiff
eight-year prison terms in federal prison for
these environmental “crimes.” McNab was
released from prison in September 2008.

Rapanos v. United States. A property owner
was criminally prosecuted for moving sand on
his property without a permit, which the
government alleged was required because the
property contained wetlands subject to federal
jurisdiction. In a related civil suit, the
Supreme Court ultimately ruled that the
federal government did not have jurisdiction
over Mr. Rapanos’s property. Rapanos v.
United States, 547 U.S. 715 (2006). In any
event, even if federal jurisdiction existed, the
relentless and unnecessary criminal prosecu-
tion of Mr. Rapanos was clearly an abuse of
prosecutorial discretion. The following
exchange at Mr. Rapanos's sentencing hearing
in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Michigan, between Chief Judge
Lawrence P. Zatkoff and Assistant U.S.
Attorney Jennifer Peregord, illustrates the
abusive nature of this prosecution:



THE COURT: I’'m asking myself and
people are asking me, why is the
government so determined to send this
defendant to prison for moving his
sand? Number one — I think it’s a two-
prong thing — number one, this
defendant is a very disagreeable person.

Number two, this person . . . had the
audacity and the temerity to insist upon
his constitutional rights.

And this is the kind of person that the
Constitution was passed to protect. He
is exactly the person who should be
protected by the Constitution.

People ask, well, what did this person
dump to pollute the waters of the United
States? Did he dump oil, radioactive
substances, sewage, garbage,
herbicides, pesticides, insecticides,
fungicides, fertilizer, detergent, lead,
iron, copper, mercury, benzene, dioxin,
PCB’s, PCP’s, bacteria, DDT,
chlordane, nitrates or cyanide? No. He
didn’t dump that. He polluted the
waters of the United States by moving
sand from one area of his property to
the other.

I am finding that the average U.S.
citizen is incredulous that it can be a
crime for which the government
demands [a substantial term of] prison
for a person to move dirt or sand from
one end of their property to the other
end of their property and not impact the
public in any way whatsoever.

MS. PEREGORD: Just very briefly,
your Honor. It is the government’s
position that the likeability or lack

3-9

thereof of the defendant had absolutely
nothing to do with this prosecution.
Moreover, sand is more toxic and
destructive to wetlands than any of the
substances the Court mentioned.

United States v. Rapanos, No. 03-20023,
Sentencing Transcript at 12, 16 (Mar. 15,
2005) (emphasis added).

The government’s astonishing response
to the court’s valid concerns is remarkable in
at least two major respects. First, the DOJ
prosecutor did not contest the Court’s
observation that another major factor was
driving the prosecution, namely, that the
defendant insisted on asserting his
constitutional rights. Second, the absurd
representation to the Court that non-toxic,
naturally occurring sand “is more toxic and
destructive to wetlands” and the environment
than deposits of lead, mercury, radioactive
wastes, sewage, and other pollutants is truly
bizarre, undermines DOJ’s credibility, and
only serves to further demonstrate why
Rapanos is the paradigm of prosecutorial
abuse. Where there is no demonstrable or
significant harm, DOJ should refrain from
criminal prosecution.

In other cases, as discussed in Chapter
Two, criminal charges have been dropped
before trial once prosecutors finally
recognized that the cases lacked sufficient
evidence, even though the defects may have
been evident for some time. For example, in
United States v. Knott, 106 F. Supp. 2d 174
(D. Mass. 2000), a small facility was raided
by some 20 armed EPA and other federal
agents because its wastewater was allegedly
too acidic. But the felony CWA charges were
dropped shortly before trial when it was
revealed that EPA agents had altered critical
pH level readings of the company’s
wastewater. Further, in United States v.



Trinity Marine Baton Rouge, Inc. and Hubert
Vidrine, Crim. No. CR99-60053 (E.D. La.
1999), the government filed indictments
against a small chemical company and plant
manager for allegedly violating RCRA by
improperly storing recycled oil. Ironically,
another set of EPA rules actually encouraged
the use of recycled oil. The charges were
dropped four years later on the eve of trial
when defense attorneys discovered that the
EPA’s chief witness, who allegedly had tested
the substance showing it met EPA’s
“hazardous” criteria, was a cocaine addict
who could not recall under hypnosis what he
did with the material. Although charges were
ultimately dropped before trial in each of
these cases, the defendants had already
incurred enormous legal costs in an attempt to
clear their good names.

Single Violation-Multiple Jurisdictions.
DOJ’s environmental prosecution policy also
merits criticism in those cases where a
violation of an environmental statute or
regulation occurs or has effects in more than
one jurisdiction. This might happen where
the pollutants or emissions migrate through
the environment via the air or water. Such
multi-jurisdictional cases present their own
enforcement problems. As one commentator
and practitioner put it, “[t]he pattern of
prosecutions in the multi-district cases of the
last decade demonstrates that in some cases,
the standing Department policy governing
successive prosecutions has not been
followed, resulting in a substantial waste of
scarce prosecutorial resources and unfairness
to corporate defendants.” John F. Cooney,
Multi-Jurisdictional and Successive
Prosecution of Environmental Crimes: The
Case for a Consistent Approach, 96 J. CRIM.
L. & CRIMINOLOGY 435 (2006). In these
cases, companies find themselves facing
multiple and successive prosecutions for

essentially the same violation.

The Holder, Thompson, McNulty, and
Filip Memoranda. In addition to DOJ’s
general Principles of Federal Prosecution
discussed above, and the specific guidance for
environmental prosecutions, DOJ also began
in 1999 to issue supplemental guidance
focusing on the prosecution of businesses.

Holder Memo. On June 16, 1999, a
memorandum was issued by Eric H. Holder,
Jr., then-Deputy Attorney General, entitled
Bringing Criminal Charges Against
Corporations. The Holder Memo lists eight
non-binding criteria for prosecutors to
consider in deciding whether to prosecute a
corporation: (1) the nature and seriousness of
the offense, (2) the pervasiveness of the
wrongdoing, (3) the corporation’s history of
similar conduct, (4) timely and voluntary
cooperation, “including, if necessary, the
waiver of the corporate attorney-client and
work product privileges,” (5) the existence
and adequacy of a compliance program, (6)
any remedial actions taken, (7) collateral
consequences on innocent third parties, and
(8) the adequacy of non-criminal remedies.
Most of these factors (except waiver) were
modeled after those specified in 1991
Sentencing Guidelines on effective corporate
compliance programs that warrant lenient
punishment, discussed further in Chapter
Seven, and the 1991 DOJ guidance governing
environmental prosecutions, discussed above,
on voluntary disclosure and cooperation.
Indeed, footnote one of the Holder Memo
expressly refers to the Sentencing Guidelines
which “reward voluntary disclosure and
cooperation with a reduction in the
corporation’s offense level.”

Corporate Fraud Task Force. On July 2,
2002, President Bush established the
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Corporate Fraud Task Force in response to the
Enron scandal and other high profile cases,
such as the investigation of WorldCom, which
all raised securities fraud issues. Chaired by
the Deputy Attorney General, the Task Force
encouraged and coordinated corporate fraud
prosecution by local U.S. Attorneys across the
country. Congress also enacted the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act in 2002 to require greater financial
disclosure by corporations and to impose
tougher criminal penalties for obstruction of
justice and fraud. One of DOJ’s biggest
targets was the accounting firm Arthur
Andersen, LLP, which was prosecuted
because DOJ viewed the shredding of internal
documents by certain employees per the
company’s document retention policy as
unlawfully obstructing a yet-to-be instituted
SEC investigation of Arthur Andersen’s role
in the Enron scandal.

Mateja, a former member of DOJ’s Task
Force admitted, “[t]o lose a case like this is
huge. Arthur Andersen was the poster-child
of all the corporate fraud cases.” Charles
Lane, Justices Overturn Andersen Conviction,
WASH. PosT, June 1, 2005, at Al. In July
2007, the Corporate Fraud Task Force issued
a five-year review of accomplishments,
noting 1,236 corporate fraud convictions,
including 214 CEOs and presidents, 53 CFOs,
23 corporate counsels or attorneys, and 129
vice presidents. Several of these cases have
been reversed on appeal and others are being
challenged.

Thompson Memo. In the midst of the
Enron-related scandals, on January 20, 2003,
the Holder Memorandum was replaced by a
memorandum by Larry Thompson, then
Deputy Attorney General. Renamed as

“To lose a case like this is huge. Arthur Andersen was the poster-child

of all the corporate fraud cases.”

William B. Mateja

Former Member of DOJ Corporate Fraud Task Force

June 1. 2005

Ignoring the collateral consequences to
innocent third parties that the then-Holder
Memo cautioned prosecutors to consider, the
DOJ caused 28,000 innocent employees to
lose their jobs by prosecuting and convicting
Arthur Andersen. But three years later, the
U.S. Supreme Court unanimously reversed
the conviction on May 31, 2005, because the
law was impermissibly vague and the jury
instructions allowed Arthur Andersen to be
convicted even if it honestly and sincerely
believed that the company’s conduct was
lawful. Arthur Andersen, L.L.P. v. United
States, 544 U.S. 696 (2005). As William B.
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Principles of Federal Prosecution of Business
Organizations, the Thompson Memo revised
the Holder Memo by making it mandatory for
prosecutors to consider the same eight criteria
as the Holder Memo plus one more, namely,
“the adequacy of prosecution of individuals
for the corporation’s malfeasance.” The
primary emphasis, however, was on ensuring
“authentic” cooperation, which placed a
premium on the fourth factor found in the
Holder Memo (“the corporation’s willingness
to cooperate in the investigation of its agents,
including, if necessary, the waiver of
corporate attorney-client and work product



protections”). The ramifications of the
Thompson Memo’s emphasis on cooperation
and waiver is discussed further in Chapter
Five.

Meanwhile, in September 2003, Attorney
General Ashcroft directed U.S. Attorneys to
file the “most serious” charge in a case and
seek the toughest sentence. This policy
further forced many defendants to plead
guilty to “lesser” charges, when in reality, the
other charges overstated the offense. Thus, in
some environmental cases where the
underlying charge was only a misdemeanor,
collateral false statement and mail and wire
fraud charges — “most serious” charges with
penalties of five years or more in prison —
were routinely added on to place undue
pressure on defendants to waive their right to
trial and appeal.

McNulty Memo. On December 12, 2006,
the Thompson Memorandum was replaced
with a newer version by then Deputy Attorney
General Paul J. McNulty. One of the primary
reasons for the revision was the widespread
complaint that under the Thompson Memo,
U.S. Attorneys were unfairly demanding or
pressuring corporate targets to waive their
attorney-client privilege in order to be
deemed fully “cooperative” in a criminal
investigation and thus deserving of leniency.
The impact of the Holder, Thompson,
McNulty, and Filip Memos as they relate to
the erosion of the attorney-client privilege is
discussed in more detail in Chapter Five.

Notably, the McNulty Memo reaffirmed
the Thompson Memo’s primary focus of
targeting businesses, but emphasized only a
subset of corporate crimes, namely corporate
fraud. When the McNulty Memo was
released, the DOJ’s press release headline was
“U.S. Deputy Attorney General Paul J.
McNulty Revises Charging Guidelines for

Prosecuting Corporate Fraud” (Dec. 12,
2006) (emphasis added). In the press release,
Deputy McNulty touted DOJ’s past efforts “to
investigate and prosecute corporate fraud”
over the last five years, as part of DOJ’s
Corporate Fraud Task Force. Id. (emphasis
added). Indeed, in a public speech the same
day, McNulty again emphasized the criminal
prosecution of “corporate fraud,” making
references to Enron and similar cases, and
emphasizing the protection of the investing
public and the integrity of the stock markets.
See “Prepared Remarks of Deputy Attorney
General Paul J. McNulty at the Lawyers for
Civil Justice Membership Conference
Regarding the Department’s Charging
Guidelines in Corporate Fraud Prosecutions,”
(New York, Dec. 12, 2006) (emphasis added).

On March 8, 2007, McNulty again
emphasized the prosecution of “corporate
fraud” in a speech before the Corporate
Counsel Institute, noting that “[t]he
cornerstone to a sustained law enforcement
effort involving corporate fraud is corporate
self-policing.” He concluded his remarks by
stating: “As the Chairman of the Corporate
Fraud Task Force, I can tell you that the
Department is as committed as ever to
fighting corporate fraud.”

Following the McNulty Memo, corporate
general counsel seemed to be increasingly
targeted by DOJ for civil and criminal
prosecutions. See Association of Corporate
Counsel, ACC REPORTS: IN-HOUSE COUNSEL
IN THE LIABILITY CROSSHAIRS (Sept. 2007).
In one case, DOJ filed a civil False Claims
Act lawsuit against the General Counsel of
Tenet Healthcare based on information
gleaned from an internal 1997 report that the
company voluntarily released to settle
unrelated charges in 2006. And while
prosecutions in the securities area may have
declined slightly from the earlier Enron days,
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white-collar prosecutions continued at a high
rate in such areas as Medicare fraud and False
Claims Act cases.

Filip Memo. On August 28, 2008, after
persistent criticism of the McNulty Memo,
Deputy Attorney General Mark Filip again
revised DOJ’s guidelines for the prosecution
of businesses. In a letter to Senators Leahy
and Specter, chairman and ranking member of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, Deputy
Attorney General Filip explained that the
revisions to the McNulty Memo were
prompted by “concerns about the effect of the
Principles on the preservation of the attorney-
client privilege and work product protection.”
Letter from Deputy Attorney General Mark
Filip to Senator Patrick J. Leahy and Senator
Arlen Specter (July 9, 2009). Most notably,
the revised guidelines emphasized that credit
for cooperation would not depend on a
corporation’s waiver of attorney-client
privilege or work product protection, but
rather on the disclosure of relevant facts. In
addition, the revised guidelines forbid
prosecutors, in evaluating the corporation’s
cooperativeness, from considering whether a
corporation has advanced legal fees to
employees, has entered into a joint defense
agreement, or has sanctioned culpable
employees. The overall effect of these
changes—making it harder for the DOJ to
prosecute corporations—is certainly a
welcome one, although some have questioned
whether such changes have come too late.
See Elkan Abramowitz & Barry A. Bohrer,
Justice and Corporate Prosecutions: The
Continuing Saga, 240 N.Y.L.J. 44 (2008).
The ramifications of the Filip Memo on
cooperation and waiver of attorney-client and
work product protection are discussed further
in Chapter Five.

Section 9-28.300 of the Filip Memo,
“Factors to Be Considered,” specifies nine
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factors that “should be” considered by
prosecutors exercising their discretion; these
factors are essentially the same as those used
in determining whether to charge an
individual. Id. at 9-28.300(A). These factors
had been listed in the Filip Memo’s
predecessor, the McNulty Memo, with one
notable change. Previously, the McNulty
Memo specified that the nine factors “must
be” considered in exercising prosecutorial
discretion. McNulty Memo, Section III(B).
The shift from the mandatory “must be”
language to the hortatory “should be”
language in the Filip Memo thus gives
prosecutors broader discretion than they
otherwise should have in bringing criminal
actions against businesses. As a result, there
simply is no effective check on the abuse of
prosecutorial discretion by local U.S.
Attorneys or the attorneys in the
Environmental Crimes Section of Main
Justice.

Much of the remainder of the guidelines
for federal prosecutors remained unchanged
in the Filip Memo, particularly with respect
to DOJ’s questionable treatment of
environmental offenses, as discussed further
below. Like its predecessors, the Filip Memo
reaffirmed DOJ’s emphasis on corporate
fraud. The headline of DOJ’s Press Release
announced “Justice Department Revises
Charging Guidelines for Prosecuting
Corporate Fraud” (Aug. 28, 2008) (emphasis
added). The revisions were set forth for the
first time in the United States Attorneys’
Manual, see USAM 9-28.000, and became
binding on all federal prosecutors within the
Department of Justice.

Although it remains to be seen whether
the Obama Administration will take the
DOJ’s criminal enforcement policies in a new
direction, Assistant Attorney General Lanny
A. Breuer has made clear that white collar



crime remains a top enforcement priority.
“[Tlhe risks we face from white collar
criminals have never been greater,” Breuer
said, due to the increasing sophistication of
white collar criminals coupled with a
“massive” and “unparalleled” level of
government intervention. Assistant Att’y
Gen. Lanny A. Breuer, Keynote Address at
the Nat’l Ass’n of Criminal Defense Lawyers’
5th Annual Defending the White Collar Case
Seminar (Oct. 1, 2009).

Filip Memo Equates Environmental
Offenses With Fraud. Although the Filip
Memo signaled a long-awaited change in
policy regarding the treatment of attorney-
client privilege, it still failed to correct other
major deficiencies of the McNulty Memo. In
particular, despite DOJ’s repeated emphasis
on fighting “corporate fraud,” the Filip
Memo—Ilike its predecessor the McNulty
Memo—improperly lumps so-called
“environmental crimes,” which are regulatory
or mala prohibita offenses, into the fraud or
malum in se category; “prosecutors should be
aware of the public benefits that may flow
from indicting a corporation in appropriate
cases.” USAM 9-28.200(B). In particular,
“certain crimes that carry with them a
substantial risk of great public harm—e.g.,
environmental crimes or sweeping financial
frauds—may be committed by a business
entity, and there may therefore be a
substantial federal interest in indicting the
corporation.” Id. (emphasis added).

DOJ’s post-Enron emphasis on
prosecuting corporate fraud cases raises
distinct legal and policy issues that are
different from those that arise in prosecuting
environmental offenses. First, fraud cases
generally require a showing of specific
knowledge and intent by individuals, whereas
environmental offenses can be prosecuted by

a showing of a general intent to perform only
the prohibited conduct. Accordingly, justice
can be served by prosecuting the culpable
individuals engaged in any such fraud without
prosecuting the organization itself, which, as
the Arthur Andersen case illustrates, has the
deleterious effect of punishing innocent
employees and shareholders. More troubling,
however, is that the Filip Memo not only
sends the wrong and contradictory message
by treating so-called environmental crimes on
a par with financial fraud, it also leaves
unresolved the important distinction between
an “environmental crime” and a non-criminal,
regulatory infraction. Even where a
regulatory offense might be categorized as an
“environmental crime,” DOJ attorneys are
still required, by other provisions of the
USAM, to consider whether non-criminal
penalties are more appropriate for this type of
regulatory offense.

New Enforcement Strategies and
Partnerships. As previously noted, DOJ and
EPA have been working closely with OSHA
in using environmental laws as a supplement
to workplace safety laws, due to the
environmental statutes’ greatly increased
penalties. This is particularly true in the area
of asbestos removal under the Clean Air Act,
which has specific provisions regulating the
handling and removal of asbestos from
buildings. DOJ and EPA have also worked
jointly with other agencies sharing
environmental jurisdiction, such as the
Department of Interior, and the Postal and
Internal Revenue Services, where the
“environmental” offenses are said to include
charges of wire or mail fraud.

In addition, DOJ has established task
forces with EPA and the Coast Guard to crack
down on violations of the Act to Prevent
Pollution from Ships, which regulates the
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discharge of oil and wastes from both cargo
and cruise ships. Enforcement is enhanced by
whistleblower provisions that allow the
whistleblower to receive up to 50 percent of
the fine levied. Due to vicarious liability
principles, the ship carriers may be liable for
the crime, even if caused by a rogue employee
without the carrier’s knowledge. Further,
beginning in 1992, many of the U.S.
Attorneys’ Offices have set up Joint
Environmental Crime Task Forces (ECTF)
around the country with federal, state, and
local environmental enforcement agencies
and prosecutors, to investigate and prosecute
environmental violations that often are subject
to both federal and state laws.

Prosecution Trends. From 1998 to 2006, the
number of defendants criminally charged by
DOJ for environmental offenses fluctuated
somewhat, from a high of 477 in 2001, to a
low of 247 in 2003, but has averaged more
than 300 per year. In 1998 there were 350
defendants charged, and in 2005 there were
320, a small decline overall of less than 10
percent. The highest rejection rate of all
criminal EPA investigations was in 1998,
during the Clinton Administration. In that
year, there were 636 EPA criminal
investigations, but only 350 defendants were
charged. By comparison, during the first year

of the Bush Administration, 482 criminal
investigations resulted in 372 defendants
charged. Regardless of the modest statistical
fluctuations over the years, both EPA and
DOJ continue to have a robust environmental
prosecution policy and the trend is that
such prosecutions will continue to be a
priority.

DOJ’s War on Drugs: Infringing on the
First Amendment. Besides using the heavy
hand of criminal prosecution against
businesses and individuals for minor
regulatory offenses where non-criminal
remedies would be more appropriate, DOJ has
also begun unfairly targeting pharmaceutical
companies with criminal prosecution for
questionable regulatory offenses. For
example, in 2005, Eli Lilly & Co. was forced
to plead guilty and pay a $36 million fine for
merely informing doctors that its drug Evista
was helpful in reducing the risk of invasive
breast cancer in postmenopausal women.
Because the FDA had approved Evista only
for treating osteoporosis, the FDA and DOJ
regarded this communication to be illegal oft-
label promotion of an FDA-approved drug for
a non-approved use. But doctors are free to
prescribe drugs for off-label use, and indeed,
can be sued for malpractice in some cases if
they don’t.

“[T]he government is trying to criminalize an important potentially life-
saving scientific debate. When the government does that, the patients who

have deadly incurable diseases and their families are the ones who suffer.’

James J. Brosnahan, Esq.
Morrison & Foerster
March 18, 2008
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DOJ’s prosecution of Eli Lilly clearly
implicated the First Amendment commercial
free speech rights of the company to
disseminate truthful, non-misleading
information about its drugs to doctors.
Further, in September 2007, the FDA finally
approved Evista for breast cancer, eight long
years after the first results showing the drug
to be effective were published. Clearly,
DOJ’s prosecution of Eli Lilly was abusive
and unwarranted on several levels. Not only
did it infringe on First Amendment freedoms,
but it likely will cost lives by deterring
pharmaceutical companies from
disseminating the off-label health benefits of
its drugs. See Scott Gottlieb, Stop the War on
Drugs, WALL ST. J., at Al (Dec. 17, 2007).
Indeed, this may have happened when the
U.S. Attorney in Philadelphia launched a
criminal investigation in 2004 against
Genentech for allegedly promoting off-label
use of Rituxan, another cancer-fighting drug,
which was even touted on the National
Cancer Institute’s Web site. Genentech was
understandably reticent to disseminate the
good news about another one of its promising
cancer-fighting drugs in 2005, Herceptin,
which the FDA finally approved in 2006.

First Amendment challenges to off-label
and misbranding prosecutions remain
unsettled. In United States v. Caronia, 576 F.
Supp. 2d 385 (E.D.N.Y. 2008), a sales
representative at a pharmaceutical company
was charged with misdemeanor violations for
promoting a sleep-inducing depressant for
off-label uses. The defendant moved to
dismiss the case on free speech grounds,
claiming that the government was not entitled
to restrict “truthful, non-misleading
promotion by a pharmaceutical manufacturer
(or its employees) to a physician of the off-
label uses of an FDA-approved drug.” Id. at
393. The court disagreed, applying a four-
part test articulated by the Supreme Court in

Central Hudson Gas v. Public Service
Commission of New York, 447 U.S. 557
(1980). The case is currently on appeal.

In recent years, a number of high profile
government investigations of off-label
promotion activities have taken place in the
pharmaceutical industry. Given the risks of
criminal conviction, these cases have resulted
in large settlements. For example, in
September 2009, Pfizer, Inc. negotiated a $2.3
billion settlement of a criminal investigation
into alleged improper marketing activities of
an anti-inflammatory (Bextra), an anti-
psychotic (Geodon), an antibiotic (Zyvox),
and an anti-epileptic (Lyrica). In January
2009, Eli Lilly concluded a $1.4 billion
settlement for the alleged improper marketing
of Zyprexa, a drug used to treat adult
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.

One recent salvo by DOIJ in its war on
off-label promotion was fired on March 17,
2008, when DOJ indicted the former CEO of
InterMune, Inc., Dr. W. Scott Harkonen, for
off-label promotion of Actimmune. United
States v. Harkonen, CR 08-0164 (N.D. Ca.
1998). The indictment alleges that Dr.
Harkonen promoted Actimmune, which is
approved by FDA for certain uses, to treat
Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (IDF), a fatal
disease affecting middle-aged people but for
which the FDA had not approved the drug.
But a New England Journal of Medicine study
has already showed that improvement in the
conditions of IPF patients was associated with
Actimmune. Harkonen was ultimately
convicted on wire-fraud charges on October
2,2009.

Even though DOJ had already entered
into a deferred prosecution agreement (DPA)
with InterMune in October 2006 to resolve
related civil and criminal charges, and
imposed a fine of $37 million, DOJ abused its
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prosecutorial discretion by filing criminal
charges against Dr. Harkonen instead of using
non-criminal remedies. Indeed, DOJ’s press
release announcing the indictment quotes
Jeffrey Bucholtz, acting Assistant Attorney
General for the Civil Division, as conceding
that the case was more suitable for civil
resolution. Back in 2005, WLF submitted a
petition to DOJ to that end. WLF criticized
the manner in which DOJ’s Civil Division,
instead of its Criminal Division, was
ostensibly coordinating criminal prosecution
with local U.S. Attorneys, leading to an
incoherent and uncoordinated prosecution
policy in this critical area.

Even more troubling is the fact that the
indictment against Dr. Harkonen cites to a
2002 press release by his company filed with
the SEC, describing the Phase 3 clinical trials
for the promising drug. The SEC requires
significant detailed information about the
progress of clinical trials to be disclosed to
the investing public, even though the FDA
views providing such information as unlawful
off-label promotion. Indeed, in 1996, WLF
filed a joint petition with the FDA and the
SEC requesting the agencies resolve their
conflict on the proper disclosure of the results
of clinical trials for new drugs. To date, it
appears that no corrective action was taken by
the DOJ, FDA, or SEC on WLEF’s petitions
and complaints.

Conclusion. In many cases, DOJ is not
justified in accepting criminal referrals from
EPA, FDA, or other agencies, where they fail
to adequately consider alternative non-
criminal remedies, as specified in EPA’s
Devaney Memo and in DOJ’s internal
prosecution policies. As long as local U.S.
Attorneys are able to make their own
prosecutorial decisions with little oversight by
Main Justice, one can expect these
unwarranted abusive prosecutions to continue.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

DOJ should require the referral agency, whether it is the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries
Services, the Department of Interior, FBI, FDA, or another agency, to justify the expenditure
of DOJ’s scarce prosecutorial resources, as opposed to using adequate administrative and
civil remedies.

All criminal prosecutions for environmental violations by local U.S. Attorneys should be
approved by Main Justice to ensure a uniform and consistent national enforcement policy in
the same way that prosecutions for antitrust and tax violations are approved.

Criminal prosecutions should be reserved for egregious cases where the violation results in
substantial environmental damage that is irremediable or causes serious bodily harm and
where there is culpable conduct reflected by past violations and a high degree of specific
intent to deliberately violate the law.

DOJ should establish an environmental enforcement policy review group or task force
composed of appropriate representatives from DOJ, including DOJ’s Environmental and
Natural Resource Division, Criminal Division, and the Attorney General’s Advisory
Committee (AGAC), including its Environmental Issues Subcommittee. The task force
should conduct a thorough review of all of its enforcement policies, including the 1994 Reno
policy; the handling of multi-jurisdictional violations; and the practice of successive
prosecutions by U.S. Attorneys’ Offices for the same offense.

DOJ should decline to prosecute pharmaceutical companies for off-label promotion of FDA-
approved drugs where there is no serious allegation that the information being disseminated
is false or misleading. Moreover, the Criminal Division, rather than the Civil Division,
should be coordinating criminal enforcement efforts with local U.S. Attorneys, as WLF
recommended to DOJ in 2006.

The Filip Memo should be amended to make the consideration of those factors listed in
section 9-28.300 and the non-criminal alternatives in section 9-28.1100 mandatory rather
than permissive for prosecutors when making their charging decisions, particularly for
environmental and other regulatory offenses.
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1980:

1991:

1992:

1994:

June 1999:

Mar. 2002:

July 2002:

July 2002:

Jan. 2003:

TIMELINE: DOJ CRIMINAL PROSECUTION POLICIES

U.S. Attorney General Benjamin Civiletti promulgates Principles of Federal
Prosecution to serve as guidelines for all U.S. Attorneys on the exercise of
prosecution discretion for all federal crimes. Published in the U.S. Attorneys’
Manual (USAM), the Principles emphasize that prosecutors should consider
declining criminal prosecution for regulatory offenses that have non-criminal
alternative remedies. USAM 9-17.150.

DOJ Land and Natural Resources Division issues Criminal Enforcement Policy
Memorandum on Voluntary Compliance and Disclosure, which is a precursor to
the 1999 Holder Memorandum.

DOJ begins establishing Environmental Crime Task Forces (ECTF) with U.S.
Attorneys Offices, to include working with other federal agencies such as OSHA,
IRS, Postal Service, Department of Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service, as well as
state and local environmental enforcement agencies.

Attorney General Janet Reno, responding to criticism from Congressman John
Dingell, changes DOJ’s oversight of environmental prosecutions and gives more
discretion to local U.S. Attorneys to initiate criminal prosecution in this area. See
USAM 5-11.104 Responsibility for Case Development and Prosecution.

Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder, Jr. issues Memorandum, Bringing Criminal
Charges Against Corporations. The Holder Memo consists of non-binding criteria
for prosecutors to consider in assessing a corporation’s cooperation in a criminal
investigation to warrant more lenient treatment, including whether it disclosed
wrongdoing, waived attorney-client privileges, and advanced legal defense fees to
suspected employees.

Arthur Andersen, LLP indicted in connection with Enron scandal.

President Bush establishes Corporate Fraud Task Force, chaired by the Deputy
Attorney General, in response to Enron-related fraud scandals.

Congress enacts the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, which imposes new duties on corporate
officers to certify that financial reports filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) are accurate, including reporting on material environmental
liabilities.

Deputy Attorney General Larry Thompson revises the Holder Memo and issues
Memorandum, Principles of Federal Prosecution of Business Organizations.
Thompson Memo makes it mandatory that prosecutors consider the various factors
to assess whether a company under investigation is ‘“authentic” with its
cooperation.
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Sept. 2003:

2004-2005:

Jan. 2005:

Dec. 2006:

Mar. 2007:

July 2007:

Mar. 2008:

Aug. 2008:

Oct. 2009:

Oct. 2009:

Attorney General Ashcroft directs U.S. Attorneys to file the “most serious”
charges in a case and seek the toughest sentence.

DOJ investigates or prosecutes Genentech, Warner-Lambert, and Eli Lilly for off-
label promotion of lifesaving anti-cancer drugs.

The U.S. Supreme Court reverses the conviction of Arthur Andersen. Arthur
Andersen, L.L.P. v. United States, 544 U.S. 696 (2005).

Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty, responding to widespread criticism,
revises the Thompson Memo, placing stricter restrictions on the discretion of U.S.
Attorneys to seek waiver of attorney-client privileges and curtailing advancement
of defense fees to employees. The McNulty Memo reiterates targeting corporations
in financial fraud cases, but curiously includes “environmental crimes” in the
corporate fraud category.

McNulty announces that DOJ’s Corporate Fraud Task Force, which he chairs, is
committed to prosecuting corporate fraud as a continued priority.

Corporate Fraud Task Force issues five-year review of accomplishments, noting
1,236 corporate fraud convictions, including 214 CEOs and presidents, 53 CFOs,
23 corporate counsels or attorneys, and 129 vice presidents. Some of these cases
have been reversed on appeal or are being challenged.

DOJ indicts Dr. Scott Harkonen, former CEO of InterMune, for promoting off-
label use of FDA-approved drug to treat fatal disease, despite entering into
deferred prosecution agreement with company two years earlier. Indictment relies
on press release by company filed with the SEC describing clinical trial results.

Deputy Attorney General Mark Filip issues revisions to McNulty Memo but
retains McNulty Memo’s inclusion of “environmental crimes” in the corporate
fraud category, as well as the nine factors to be considered in exercising
prosecutorial discretion over business organizations.

Lanny Breuer, Assistant Attorney General for the DOJ Criminal Division, says
while discussing the Obama Administration’s enforcement priorities that “the risks
we face from white collar criminals have never been greater.” In support, Breuer
cites the increased sophistication of white-collar criminals and fraud stemming
from the government’s “massive” and “unparalleled” intervention in the financial
sector.

Dr. Scott Harkonen, former CEO of InterMune, is convicted on wire-fraud charges
for promoting off-label use of the drug, Actimmune.
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Chapter Four

PARALLEL CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS

“The ‘criminalization’ of the environmental regulatory scheme presents grave
issues relating to the standards upon which convictions can be maintained, and
questions of fundamental fairness to members of the regulated community who
now may face parallel civil and criminal actions for what appears to be the same

activity.”

Daniel Riesel, Esq.

ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT: CIVIL AND CRIMINAL § 1.07
(New York: Law Journal Press 2007)

Overview. Many federal regulatory
statutes, including environmental,
securities, and health care laws, provide for
administrative, civil, and criminal
enforcement remedies. Agency attorneys and
prosecutors have broad discretion over which
remedy (or remedies) to pursue. Corporations
are often forced to defend themselves
simultaneously on several fronts, responding
to regulatory enforcement actions, civil
lawsuits, and criminal investigations for the
same alleged misconduct. While parallel and
successive criminal and civil cases have
always posed a challenge for a corporation,
the growing prevalence of parallel
investigations has significantly increased the
risk that the constitutional rights of
corporations and their employees will be
violated.

Whereas administrative and civil
remedies are often appropriate in resolving
many regulatory offenses (discussed in
Chapters Two and Three), overly zealous
prosecutors often abuse their discretion by
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either bringing criminal charges while civil
proceedings are pending or after they are
completed. More sinister, however, is the
practice of initiating administrative or civil
proceedings as a pretext for obtaining
incriminating evidence for use in a
subsequent criminal prosecution. In the latter
scenario, investigators from the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) or other
regulatory agencies lull their targets into
thinking that the matter is being investigated
only as a civil matter.

In these circumstances, serious public
policy and constitutional issues are raised
under the Double Jeopardy, Self
Incrimination, Equal Protection, and Due
Process Clauses. Indeed, in several recent
cases discussed below, courts have barred
prosecutors from using testimony provided by
the defendant in the related civil proceeding.
In a few cases, courts have gone so far as to
dismiss the indictments altogether for serious
prosecutorial misconduct. Unfortunately,
there is a growing trend to use parallel civil



and criminal prosecutions. This abusive
practice should be curtailed by the
Department of Justice, the SEC, and other
agencies. And courts should provide closer
scrutiny and impose appropriate sanctions to
deter this practice.

Parallel Prosecution Policy for
Environmental Offenses. In 1987, the
Justice Department’s Land and Natural
Resources Division issued Directive No. 5-87,
Guidelines for Civil and Criminal Parallel
Proceedings in the environmental area. It
provided that criminal enforcement
proceedings generally were to be undertaken
before any civil action, except where: (1) the
civil violations were ongoing and there was
imminent and significant harm to the
environment, in which case quicker civil
injunctive relief would be warranted; (2) the
assets of the defendant were in danger of
dissipation; (3) there was only a “marginal
relationship between the civil violations and
the illegal conduct that was the subject of the
criminal proceeding”; and (4) an imminent
statute of limitations deadline was
approaching for the filing of a civil action.

Under Directive 5-87, criminal
proceedings should generally precede civil
actions for several reasons, including: Speedy
Trial Act considerations; the more deterrent
and punitive effects of criminal sanctions;
courts’ ability to reduce criminal sentences
after civil penalties have already been
imposed; and because obtaining a criminal
conviction — which requires a higher level of
proof (beyond a reasonable doubt) than a civil
proceeding (preponderance of the evidence)
— would make it easier to establish liability
in a subsequent civil proceeding under
collateral estoppel principles.

42

Information gathered during a criminal
investigation could be shared with civil
enforcement attorneys only in accordance
with Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 6(e),
which generally prohibits disclosure of
“matters occurring before the grand jury,”
with certain narrow exceptions. Thus, where
possible, evidence in criminal investigations
should be obtained by methods other than
grand jury subpoena. Information gleaned
from any administrative or civil proceedings,
however, could be shared with criminal
prosecutors as long as (1) a “good faith” basis
existed to undertake an administrative or civil
investigation that was “objectively
reasonable” and (2) the civil investigation was
not itself a pretext for building a criminal
case.

In practice, however, things were not
always so clear. When enforcing
environmental laws and regulations, EPA and
other agency personnel would occasionally
conduct inspections at a targeted site, then
initiate administrative or civil proceedings
only to switch, once the investigation
progressed, to criminal prosecution as the
preferred enforcement vehicle. This practice
raises questions as to whether the civil
proceedings were indeed a pretext for
bringing criminal charges. For example, in
United States v. Pozsgai, 999 F.2d 719 (3d
Cir. 1993), DOJ civil enforcement attorneys
obtained a temporary restraining order to
enjoin a property owner from placing clean
fill on his property without a permit, having
deemed the property a regulated wetland.
Yet, only a few days before the civil
enforcement proceedings were set to begin,
the property owner was arrested and
prosecuted, much to the surprise and dismay
of the judge handling the civil matter.
Following Mr. Pozsgai’s criminal conviction,
the civil proceedings resumed, but DOJ’s



argument that collateral estoppel should bar
re-litigation of his civil liability did not
prevail. The owner’s wife, who had not been
criminally prosecuted, was also named by the
government in the civil suit but had not yet
had her day in court. DOJ’s offer to drop her
as a party from the civil suit was opposed by
her and rejected by the court. The court of
appeals, having upheld the criminal
conviction without opinion, ruled in favor of
the government in the civil appeal despite
valid arguments that there was no jurisdiction
over the isolated wetland.

Similarly, in United States v. Knott, 106
F. Supp. 2d 174 (D. Mass. 2000) (discussed in
Chapter Two), civil inspectors inspected a
facility in late October 1997 to sample the pH
levels of the wastewater and allegedly found
the pH levels to be below the minimum level
of 5.0 standard units. Within two weeks — a
suspiciously short period of time following
the cursory civil inspection — a 21-man
“virtual SWAT Team,” as the trial court later
described it, raided the facility, seized
records, and took additional samples. Id. at
180. The timing of the civil inspection and
criminal raid suggested that the civil
inspection was a pretext for obtaining the
criminal search warrant. One month after the
raid, a routine administrative notice of
violation (based upon the civil inspection)
was issued for the alleged infraction, further
suggesting a pre-planned criminal prosecu-
tion. Thus, the felony charges the govern-
ment subsequently brought against the facility
and its owner completely co-opted the routine
administrative proceeding. All criminal
charges were dropped shortly before trial, but
only after it was discovered that the EPA civil
inspector had actually altered the pH level
readings in his log book and had taken the
sample in violation of the owner’s qualified
consent to search the facility. Id. at 176.
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Supreme Court Rulings. As noted, parallel
and successive civil and criminal prosecutions
prompt self-incrimination, double jeopardy,
and other related constitutional questions. In
United States v. Kordel, 397 U.S. 1 (1970),
the Court held that evidence obtained from a
civil investigation can generally be used later
in a criminal investigation without violating
the due process clause. But if the civil
proceeding was brought solely to obtain
information for a criminal investigation, or if
the government attorney fails to notify the
civil target that he is also a criminal target,
then a due process violation may be triggered.
Id. at 11-12. The Kordel court also held that a
company officer who answered
interrogatories in a civil proceeding could not
assert his Fifth Amendment privilege against
compulsory self-incrimination in the criminal
proceeding, where he failed to do so in the
prior civil proceeding. While remaining silent
in a criminal investigation cannot be used
against a defendant, the same is not true in a
civil proceeding. Asserting one’s right to
remain silent in a civil proceeding can be
construed against the defendant; hence, a civil
target may be pressured to cooperate with
government attorneys if they believe that no
criminal proceedings are underway or likely
to occur.

As for the Double Jeopardy Clause, the
Supreme Court in 1989 faced the question of
whether the clause is violated where civil
fines are imposed following a criminal
conviction. In United States v. Halper, 490
U.S. 435 (1989), a medical laboratory
manager was prosecuted and convicted for
“upcoding” 65 office visit claims, resulting in
a total loss to the government of only $585.
Id. at 437. For this, he was sentenced to
prison for two years and paid a fine of $5,000.
Id. Unsatisfied with this significant criminal
punishment, the government then sued Mr.



Halper under the False Claims Act, seeking
over $130,000 in damages based on the civil
penalty statutory formula of $2,000 per
violation. /d. at 438.

Mr. Halper argued that the civil fines
were so excessive that they constituted a
second punishment for the same offense, and
hence, were barred by the Double Jeopardy
Clause. The Supreme Court unanimously
agreed, finding that the penalty imposed was
“so extreme and so divorced from the
Government’s damage and expenses as to
constitute punishment.” 490 U.S. at 442.
Thus, the imposition of civil penalties
following a criminal prosecution would be
barred if the primary purpose of the civil
sanctions was to punish or deter the conduct
in question. Likewise, Halper suggests that
the opposite could be true: imposing punitive
civil penalties first could foreclose subsequent
criminal prosecution under the Double
Jeopardy Clause. To avoid that scenario from
happening, DOJ’s Civil Division devised a
so-called “Halper waiver,” whereby
corporations would be forced to waive their
double jeopardy claims if follow-up criminal
prosecution ensued, in exchange for the Civil
Division’s agreement not to characterize the
case as criminal. Whether this new form of
waiver could withstand scrutiny remained to
be seen, but the very scenario was presented
before the Court only nine years later.

In that case, a government agency
administratively sanctioned the chairman of
two national banks for violating banking laws
and fined him $16,500. Three years later,
however, he was indicted and convicted. On
appeal, he argued that the Double Jeopardy
Clause prohibited his subsequent criminal
prosecution. In Hudson v. United States, 522
U.S. 93 (1997), the Supreme Court reversed
its holding in Halper, ruling that the Double
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Jeopardy Clause “protects only against the
imposition of multiple criminal punishments
for the same offense.” Id. at 99. If Congress
intended penalties to be civil in nature, such
characterization would usually prevail, unless
the “clearest proof” shows otherwise. Id. at
100.

Yet several Justices who joined in the
opinion (including Justices Breyer and
Souter), did not close the door to challenging
successive punishments, regardless of
whether they were civil or criminal. In his
concurring opinion, Justice Souter suggested
that a closer examination of the civil remedy
may indeed rise to the level of being punitive.
Id. at 113-14. Even Justice Rehnquist, who
authored the opinion for the Court, noted that
civil sanctions that are “irrational“ or
excessive can be challenged under the Due
Process, Equal Protection, or the Excessive
Fines Clauses. Id. at 103. Indeed, a year
later, the Supreme Court ruled that a civil fine
was so excessive, even though authorized
under the particular forfeiture statute, that it
violated the Excessive Fines Clause. United
States v. Bajakajian, 524 U.S. 321 (1998).

DOJ’s and EPA’s Response to Hudson.
Following the pro-government Hudson
decision in 1997, DOJ’s Environment and
Natural Resource Division (ENRD) revisited
and revised its 1987 parallel prosecution
policy with two new procedures. In 1999,
ENRD issued Directive 99-20, Global
Settlement Policy (1999) and Directive 99-21,
Integrated Enforcement Policy (1999). The
Integrated Enforcement Policy explicitly
allowed for joint criminal and civil
investigations and the sharing of jointly
developed information until the grand jury
was convened. Even though the policy
cautioned against using administrative or civil



discovery as a pretext for later criminal
charges, ENRD began to use parallel
proceedings aggressively. In 2008, ENRD
superceded the Integrated Enforcement Policy
with Directive 08-02, Parallel Proceedings
Policy, which provides that “ECS
[Environmental Crimes Section] supervisors
may authorize disclosure of information
collected after a grand jury has been convened
if it is documented that disclosure of the
information will not reveal a matter occurring
before the grand jury.” Although the Parallel
Proceedings Policy also warns against using
civil discovery as a pretext for a criminal
investigation, the policy makes clear that
“information obtained as the result of
legitimate civil and administrative discovery
may be freely shared with criminal
enforcement attorneys.”

In addition, the Global Settlement Policy
requires that criminal prosecutors handle
criminal pleas, while civil attorneys handle
any civil settlement pursuant to their
respective criteria for resolving their cases
against a single defendant for the same
conduct. Civil relief or settlement may not be
offered in exchange for a reduction in the
criminal penalty. On the other hand, civilly
imposed cleanup orders may be made a part
of a supplemental sentence imposed by the
court in a parallel or subsequent criminal
proceeding. Indeed, as discussed in Chapter
Two, these court-mandated SEPs can be quite
expensive, amounting to $135 million in FY
2007 and $12 million in FY 2008.

In July 2005, EPA announced that one of
its priorities was to integrate EPA’s civil and
criminal enforcement programs. This
initiative, which included physically co-
locating the civil and criminal offices around
the country, was intended to facilitate the
sharing of information between civil and
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criminal investigators. In practice, it has only
increased the risk of abusive parallel civil and
criminal enforcement actions. Through
measures such as EPA’s September 24, 2007
Parallel Proceedings Policy, EPA has
cautioned its investigators, however, that once
grand jury procedures are initiated, the civil
enforcement agents should stop sharing
information with the criminal investigators,
unless the prosecutor agrees that such sharing
does not violate Federal Rule of Criminal
Procedure 6(e). If the information is shared,
EPA’s Parallel Proceedings Policy requires a
record of such sharing in the criminal case
file. But the Parallel Proceedings Policy also
directs that “[c]Jommunication and
consultation with the Department of Justice
(DOJ) should occur regarding all parallel
proceedings” and that “emphasis should be
placed on ensuring . . . that information is
gathered in such a way that it may be shared
to the maximum extent appropriate.”

Courts Rebuke DOJ for Abusive Parallel
Prosecutions. Courts are beginning to
address those situations where federal
prosecutors use regulatory agencies, such as
the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC), as a stalking horse to develop
information for their criminal investigations
and to circumvent the strictures of criminal
discovery. Some agencies are apparently
taking notice, as least in theory. As discussed
previously, the Court in United States v.
Kordel, 397 U.S. 1 (1970), warned against the
use of evidence obtained from civil
proceedings if those proceedings were
brought to obtain evidence for a criminal
investigation. In United States v. Scrushy,
366 F. Supp. 2d 1134 (N.D. Ala. 2005), the
district court suppressed the testimony given
by the defendant in an SEC deposition
because the supposedly parallel investigations



of the U.S. Attorney’s Office and the SEC
were, in fact, a single investigation. /d. at
1139. In yet another case, United States v.
Stringer, 408 F. Supp. 2d 1083 (D. Or. 2006),
vacated, 521 F.3d 1189 (9th Cir. 2008), the
district court found that the SEC investigators
had essentially been used by criminal
prosecutors to develop their criminal case
under the pretext that the matter was being
handled only in civil proceedings. The
district court sharply rebuked the prosecutors
for deceiving the defendants into waiving
their Fifth Amendment rights and dismissed
the indictments because of the government’s
misconduct. /d. at 1088.

Although the Ninth Circuit vacated the
Stringer court’s ruling in April 2008 (United
States v. Stringer, 521 F.3d 1189 (9th Cir.
2008), amended and superseded by 535 F.3d
929 (9th Cir. 2008)), the district courts’
admonishments in the Scrushy and Stringer
cases likely contributed to the SEC’s
clarification of its parallel investigations
policy in the October 6, 2008 SEC
Enforcement Manual. But the Enforcement
Manual does not go far enough to prevent
potential abuses of such investigations. The
Enforcement Manual notes that “[i]t is
important that the civil investigation has its
own independent civil investigative purpose
and not be initiated to obtain evidence for a
criminal prosecution.” Yet the Enforcement
Manual also states that while the SEC should
not initiate a civil action that would benefit
only a criminal case, the SEC still considers it
proper to take actions that benefit both a civil
and criminal investigation. The Enforcement
Manual even provides procedures for
informal referrals to criminal authorities,
including sharing the civil investigative file
once criminal authorities have filed a request
for access.
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Furthermore, the Enforcement Manual
relies on the Ninth Circuit’s dubious holding
in its Stringer opinion to justify obscuring
whether a parallel criminal investigation
exists. Stringer held that the SEC had no duty
to disclose to a defendant that any information
provided to the SEC in a civil investigation
could be used in a subsequent criminal case,
beyond the language in the standard SEC
form for witnesses (Form 1662), which
broadly and generically notes that the SEC
could make its files available to other
agencies. 521 F.3d at 1197. Relying on
Stringer, the Enforcement Manual guides
SEC staff to refer counsel or individuals to
Form 1662 when asked about a parallel
criminal investigation and to “state that it is
the general policy for the Commission not to
comment on investigations conducted by law
enforcement authorities responsible with
enforcing criminal laws.”

Not only does the SEC engage in
impermissible parallel prosecutions and
deliberately withhold information about them
as a matter of policy, but the agency also
blocks defendants from getting access to
discovery in the civil proceedings once the
criminal charges are filed. One court has
aptly called this practice “gamesmanship,”
and other courts have rightfully decried and
rejected this manipulative practice in similarly
forceful terms. See, e.g., SEC v. Sandifur,
No. C05-1631, 2006 WL 3692611 (W.D.
Wash. Dec. 11, 2006); SEC v. Kornman, No.
3:04-CV-1803-L, 2006 WL 1506954 (N.D.
Tex. May 31, 2006); SEC v. Saad, 229 F.R.D.
90 (S.D.N.Y. 2005); United States v. Mahaffy,
446 F. Supp. 2d 115 (E.D.N.Y. 2006). In all
of these cases, the government’s playbook is
strikingly similar; without informing the
target, the government uses a civil
investigation to develop evidence supporting
criminal charges, brings civil and criminal



