Speakers’ Biographies

Thomas O. Bamett is a partner in the Washington, DC office of the law firm Covington & Burling
LLP where he serves as co-chair of its Antitrust & Consumer Law Practice Group. Mr. Barnett
specializes in global antitrust and competition law practice and works closely with the firm’s
white collar practice on criminal antitrust enforcement and investigative matters. Mr. Barnett
recently served as Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Justice Department’s Antitrust
Division. He headed the Antitrust Division from 2005 to 2008, having previously served in the
Division as Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Civil Enforcement from 2004 to 2005. While at
the Justice Department, Mr. Barnett oversaw some of the largest criminal cartel matters in the
Antitrust Division’s history as well as Division efforts to educate public procurement officials on
how to deter and/or detect collusive activity.

John Thorne is Senior Vice President and Deputy General Counsel of Verizon Communications
Inc., where he works on antitrust, complex litigation, intellectual property, internet, merger
review, privacy, trade regulation, wireless, and strategic initiatives. He is also an adjunct faculty
member at Columbia Law School where he teaches a class in telecommunications law. Mr.
Thorne was counsel of record before the U.S. Supreme Court for Verizon in Verzon v. law
Offices of Curtis V. Trinko, LLP. and in Bell Atlantic v. Twombly. He is a coauthor (with Peter
Huber and Michael Kellogg) of the principal academic treatises on telecommunications
regulation, cited repeatedly by the U.S. Supreme Court, FEDERAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS LAW (Aspen
Law & Business 2d ed. 1999 & Supps. 2004, 2005 & 2006) and FEDERAL BROADBAND LAW (Little
Brown & Co.). Mr. Thomne’s keynote address to the Madrid meeting of the International Bar
Association, “Five Freedoms,” was reprinted in Vital Speeches of the Day, June 1, 2005.



